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Thérèse Abou-Zeid is engaged in providing advice to clients both internationally
and the Middle East region, including the United Arab Emirates, on a wide range
of corporate transactions and commercial matters.
Thérèse has particular experience in mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, private equity
and commercial transactions. Thérèse has also experience in regulatory affairs.
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EXPERIENCE
Advised Orchidia Pharmaceuticals Industries, a company incorporated in Egypt, on the sale of a significant portion of its
shares and in two holding companies incorporated in Cyprus. The transaction involved the swapping of certain minority
shareholders' shares in the company to a holding company in Cyprus and a capital increase in a holding company which
certain parties and existing shareholders subscribed to.
Acted for the regional sides of a number of matters for Pfizer Inc., including the acquisition by Pfizer of Hospira Inc., a
significant global corporate restructuring for Pfizer which aimed to separate its low-growth generics from its patent-protected
branded medicines, and most recently the sale of the Hospira Infusion Systems business to ICU Medical Inc. This matter
included a due diligence exercise, inter alia, the completion of due diligence questionnaires and documents provided in each
market and the preparation of a due diligence report.
Acted for Capital Safety in relation to the re-organisation of their entities in the UAE at the time of its acquisition by 3M, this
included the establishment of a free zone establishment in Jebel Ali Free Zone (JAFZ), obtaining the requisite approvals from
the concerned departments, transfer of the assets and liabilities of an existing JAFZ branch office into the newly established
company, the novation of the relevant agreements and finally the dissolution of the JAFZ branch. The matter also involved
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the preparation of the various transactions documents which comprised the business transfer agreement, the novation
agreements, the incorporation and the dissolution documents.
Advising a private equity firm regarding a bid process relating to the sale of a stake in a listed entity in the Sultanate of
Oman. The transaction required extensive interaction with the Oman Capital Markets Authority, engaging with the identified
broker, legal due diligence and preparation of the transaction agreements.
Acted for a major telecom operator in relation to its joint venture with key entities from the UAE and the US with regard to the
incorporation of data centres in the UAE. This involved negotiation of a complex shareholders' agreement, shareholders' and
bridge loan agreements and lease agreements.
Advised a global coffee brand in relation to its proposed joint venture in the UAE with a strategic partner for the purpose of the
establishment of trading entities. This matter involved the preparation and negotiation of a joint venture agreement and the
establishment of a free zone limited liability company and a mainland Dubai limited liability company to lead the distribution
channels of the company's products in the UAE and wider GCC region.
Advised Hesco Bastion Limited in relation to its joint venture with key strategic partners in Abu Dhabi.
Advised XpresSpa, one of the largest airport spa chains, in relation to a joint venture in the UAE and other countries
throughout the Middle East.
Advised Gemological Institute of America, Inc. in relation to their corporate re-organisation in mainland UAE and the
establishing of their operations within the Dubai Multi Commodities Centre (DMCC), and advising in respect of DMCC
companies regulations and other corporate secretarial matters.
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INSIGHTS

Publications
Increased levels of Foreign Direct Investment in the UAE
07 NOV 2018
The UAE government has passed Federal Law No. 19 of 2018 on Foreign Direct Investment heralding in the potential for greater
foreign ownership in mainland based companies in the UAE.

First phase of Abu Dhabi Dual Licence Initiative launched
10 OCT 2018
Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development (DED) has launched the first phase of its Dual Licence Initiative which will
enable free zone companies to obtain a dual licence, allowing for the registration of an onshore branch without proceeding through
the full branch registration process.
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UAE announces major changes to company ownership and visa rules
21 MAY 2018
Yesterday (20 May 2018) during a Cabinet meeting chaired by His Highness Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, UAE Government resolved to permit international foreign investors
to own 100 percent of their businesses in the UAE and initiated far-reaching modifications to the current UAE visa rule.

NEWS
DLA Piper announces partnership promotions for 2019
1 APR 2019
DLA Piper is proud to announce that 77 lawyers have been promoted to its partnership. The promotions are effective as of April
1, 2019 in the United States and May 1, 2019 for EMEA and Asia Pacific. The promotions were made across many of the firm's
practice areas in 43 different offices throughout 20 countries.

DLA Piper advises on the sale of shares in one of Egypt's fastest growing pharmaceutical companies
9 NOV 2017
DLA Piper has advised Orchidia Pharmaceutical Industries (the "Company" or "Orchidia"), a leading ophthalmic generic medicine
manufacturer and one of Egypt's fastest growing pharmaceutical companies, and Dr. Ossama Fouad Abbas, the founder,
majority shareholder and Chairman of the Company, on the sale of a stake in the Company and two holding companies
incorporated in Cyprus to Egyptian-American Enterprise Fund (EAEF).
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