
KEY CONTACTS

Iain Bowler
Partner

London

T: +44 (0)20 7796

6311

iain.bowler@dlapiper.com

Mark C. Lehberg
Partner

San Diego (Golden

Triangle)

T: +1 858 677 1419

mark.lehberg@dlapiper.com

Gregory Tulquois
Partner

Paris

T: +33 (0) 1 40 15 24

28

gregory.tulquois@dlapiper.com

RELATED SERVICES

Employment

Finance

Franchise

Intellectual Property

and Technology

International Arbitration

International Tax

Counsel

International Trade

International Trade,

Regulatory and

Government Affairs

Mergers and

Commercial Contracts

DLA Piper's Commercial Contracts practice combines legal knowledge with deep

sector experience and a can-do approach covering the full spectrum of commercial

and business law issues. When it comes to multi-jurisdictional transactions, our

worldwide presence and experience managing sophisticated cross-border

commercial deals sets us apart. Chambers Global notes that DLA Piper, as  a

Band 1 ranked firm in Commercial Contracts, is a "distinguished firm recognized for

advising clients on high-value, complex, multi-jurisdictional commercial transactions

where clients benefit from DLA Piper's extensive global footprint and expertise in a

range of diverse practice areas that are often relevant to commercial transactions."

Companies deal on a daily basis with a myriad of relationships and contracts that bind them to

their suppliers, customers, licensors, and distribution and other strategic partners. Our global

Commercial Contracts practice helps structure these relationships and guide clients through the

complexities to ensure their contracts provide the necessary framework for success.

In addition to our highly recognized global Technology Transactions and Strategic Sourcing

practice, our global Commercial Contracts practice advises some of the world's largest

companies on all manner of business-critical national and international commercial transactions,

among them sales, agency and distribution, e-commerce, joint ventures and collaborations,

manufacturing, logistics, licensing arrangements and university spinouts, to name a few. We

represent some of the world's largest and most successful businesses across a broad range of

industry sectors, from manufacturing to retail, hospitality and leisure, life sciences and

technology to automotive, financial services, energy and government contracting.

In every major commercial center around the world, we have experienced sector-focused

lawyers who truly understand local rules, business practices and customs, who work together as

a cohesive team, who can call on the resources of our global firm and who share a common

client service ethic.

EXPERIENCE

Representing numerous international companies which are household names in the retail

sector in relation to geographic expansion of their businesses into multiple new territories

across EMEA and Asia Pac. Through our offices across these regions, we provided turnkey

strategic advice and a local law/compliance service to support our clients' expansion
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Representing the largest non-State owned car maker in Russia in relation to its US$4 billion

joint venture with Ford. Our Amsterdam office advised on the Dutch law joint venture

agreement while our UK team advised on 32 different English law supply agreements,

franchise agreement for the use of the Ford brands and IT services agreement. The

transaction was conducted across Europe with support from DLA Piper offices in London,

Cologne and Moscow.

Representing a global food and beverage leader in all commercial contracts, distribution,

marketing, advertising, sales promotion and consumer protection matters in several key

jurisdictions.

Representing a global hospitality company in the creation of an affinity credit card program

with a major US bank, including representing the company in agreements with third party

merchants related to the affinity credit card program.

Representing a financial services company in all of its arrangements with Visa, MasterCard

and other payment networks.

INSIGHTS

Publications

No-deal Brexit: Impact on public sector procurement contracts

15 APR 2019

While a range of outcomes, including a departure under the terms of the current Withdrawal Agreement, remains possible, it is

important for businesses to plan for a no-deal Brexit, in which the UK leaves the EU without a withdrawal agreement or other deal.

Here we look at the potential impact of a no-deal Brexit on public sector procurement law

The Final EBA Outsourcing Guidelines

28 FEB 2019
The European Banking Authority has published its Final Report on EBA Draft Guidelines on outsourcing arrangements. The

Guidelines are relevant to UK banks, building societies, designated investment firms and IFPRU investment firms.

Contracting for Transformative Benefits

06 FEB 2019
Much of the talk in the sourcing market is - and has been over the past couple of years - about transformation, especially of the

digital nature. For some, any initiative under the digital transformation banner is seen as the panacea to numerous business and

operational challenges.

Online consultation open on draft Dutch franchise legislation

14 JAN 2019
In recent years, franchise disputes have caught the Dutch government’s attention. Although such disputes are limited in numbers,

they relate to high-profile brands and therefore attract significant media and political attention. This attention has focused mainly on

the position of franchisees and whether or not said position needed to be strengthen.
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Intellectual Property and Technology News (Asia Pacific) September 2018

27 SEP 2018

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS SERIES

Intellectual Property and Technology News (Asia Pacific) is our annual publication designed to report on worldwide developments in

intellectual property and technology law, offering perspectives, analysis and visionary ideas.

Regulating "trading practices" in B2B supply chains - EU / UK regulations and proposals on contracting and
payments between businesses

1 MAY 2018
This article discusses recent scrutiny and existing regulations of business-to-business relationships at the EU and UK levels

(including the draft EU Directive on unfair trading practice in B2B food supply chain and draft EU Regulation on online

intermediation services, both published in April 2018) and sets out the key considerations for businesses operating within EU supply

chains.

Intellectual Property and Technology News (Asia Pacific) December 2017

7 DEC 2017

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS SERIES

Intellectual Property and Technology News (Asia Pacific) is our biannual publication designed to report on worldwide developments in

intellectual property and technology law, offering perspectives, analysis and visionary ideas.

Intellectual Property and Technology News (North America), Issue 31, Q3 2016

22 SEP 2016

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS SERIES

Our Intellectual Property and Technology News reports on worldwide developments in IP and technology law, offering perspectives,

analysis and visionary ideas.

Intellectual Property and Technology News (North America), Issue 30, Q2 2016

28 JUN 2016

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS SERIES

Our Intellectual Property and Technology News reports on worldwide developments in IP and technology law, offering perspectives,

analysis and visionary ideas.

Intellectual Property and Technology News (North America), Issue 29, Q1 2016

29 MAR 2016

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS SERIES

Our Intellectual Property and Technology News reports on worldwide developments in IP and technology law, offering perspectives,

analysis and visionary ideas.
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Intellectual Property and Technology News (North America), Issue 28, Q4 2015

2 DEC 2015

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS SERIES

Our Intellectual Property and Technology News reports on worldwide developments in IP and technology law, offering perspectives,

analysis and visionary ideas.

Intellectual Property and Technology News (North America), Issue 27, Q3 2015

25 AUG 2015

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS SERIES

Our Intellectual Property and Technology News reports on worldwide developments in IP and technology law, offering perspectives,

analysis and visionary ideas.

Intellectual Property and Technology News (North America), Issue 26, Q2 2015

9 JUN 2015

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS SERIES

Our Intellectual Property and Technology News reports on worldwide developments in IP and technology law, offering perspectives,

analysis and visionary ideas.

Intellectual Property and Technology News (United States), Issue 25, Q1 2015

24 MAR 2015

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY NEWS SERIES

Our Intellectual Property and Technology News reports on worldwide developments in IP and technology law, offering perspectives,

analysis and visionary ideas.

NEWS

DLA Piper announces launch of Artificial Intelligence practice

14 MAY 2019

DLA Piper announced today the launch of its Artificial Intelligence practice, which will focus on assisting companies as they

navigate the legal landscape of emerging and disruptive technologies, while helping them understand the legal and compliance risks

arising from the creation and deployment of AI systems.

DLA Piper announces partnership promotions for 2019

1 APR 2019

DLA Piper is proud to announce that 77 lawyers have been promoted to its partnership. The promotions are effective as of April 1,
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2019 in the United States and May 1, 2019 for EMEA and Asia Pacific. The promotions were made across many of the firm's

practice areas in 43 different offices throughout 20 countries.

DLA Piper successfully defends Samsung Electronics against Dyson

29 MAR 2019
DLA Piper acted on behalf of Samsung Electronics GmbH to lift a temporary injunction obtained by Dyson AG in January 2018

from the District Court of Düsseldorf. The injunction prohibited Samsung from making certain advertising statements for battery-

powered vacuum cleaners. As some of the prohibited statements were also on the packaging this led to a de facto ban on the sale

for the battery-powered vacuum cleaner.

DLA Piper hosts leading business and diplomacy conference

14 MAR 2019
DLA Piper's London office has hosted the Annual Conference of the International Diplomatic and Business Exchange (IBDE).

DLA Piper announces launch of Blockchain and Digital Assets practice

26 FEB 2019

DLA Piper announced today the launch of its Blockchain and Digital Assets practice, which will offer strategic advice on a global

basis to address the needs of companies implementing blockchain technology solutions and creating and deploying digital assets.

DLA Piper joins Governing Council for Hedera Hashgraph

20 FEB 2019

DLA Piper has joined the initial group of Governing Council members for Hedera Hashgraph, a next-generation public ledger

designed to have highly diversified governance and the most distributed consensus at scale. The announcement was made at

Hedera Hashgraph's first annual summit in Seoul, Korea.

As part of the council, DLA Piper will help oversee changes to the software run by millions of Hedera distributed nodes over time.

The governing council has been established to ensure stability and guaranteed continued decentralization to the Hedera Hashgraph

distributed public ledger.

DLA Piper bolsters Data Protection practice

4 FEB 2019
DLA Piper in Germany has hired Intellectual Property & Technology of counsel Prof Dr Jürgen Taeger, who joined the firm's Cologne

office with effect from 1 February 2019.

DLA Piper expands new Dublin office with four-partner hire

9 JAN 2019

DLA Piper today announces the appointment of four new partners from highly-regarded Irish firms to its newly opened Dublin office
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into four key practice areas of Finance and Projects (F&P), Corporate, Intellectual Property and Technology (IPT) and Employment.

These hires follow the appointment of Corporate partner David Carthy as Ireland Country Managing Partner in May 2018.

Technology sector poised for big data wave in finance and sales departments – DLA Piper European Tech Index

12 DEC 2018

Harnessing big data is becoming standard practice for IT and marketing teams in technology, but DLA Piper's 2018 Tech

Index reveals that a revolution may now be underway in finance and sales departments as well. Responses from 350 tech sector

senior executives in Europe indicate that compared to 2016, organizations are increasingly identifying new opportunities in these

additional departments, indicating a move towards widespread adoption of big data in the tech sector.

DLA Piper advises Nemetschek on acquisition of MCS Solutions

31 AUG 2018
DLA Piper has advised the software supplier Nemetschek SE on the acquisition of the real estate and facilities technology firm

MCS Solutions in Belgium, Sweden, India and the USA. The acquisition sees Nemetschek SE gain access to the rapidly growing

market in building management.

DLA Piper wins Legal Adviser of the Year and recognized as UK Top Performer 2018 by Global Sourcing
Association

25 MAY 2018
DLA Piper's Global Co-Head of Technology Sector, Kit Burden, was last night named Legal Advisor of the Year at the Global

Sourcing Association (GSA) UK Top Performers and Professional Awards, held at the Hilton Manchester Deansgate

DLA Piper announces partnership promotions for 2018

3 APR 2018
DLA Piper is proud to announce that 62 lawyers have been promoted to its partnership. The promotions are effective as of 1 April

2018 in the United States and 1 May 2018 for EMEA and Asia Pacific. The promotions were made across many of the firm's

practice areas in 42 different offices throughout 20 countries.

DLA Piper launches Intellectual Property and Technology practice in Luxembourg

3 APR 2018
DLA Piper Luxembourg is pleased to announce the launch of its Intellectual Property and Technology (IPT) practice, with the

appointment of Olivier Reisch as partner and head of the practice.

Businesses still not fully aware of Data Protection issues

31 JAN 2018
DLA Piper has released its second Data Privacy Snapshot report, finding that once again, company global privacy programs have

gaps in meeting increasingly demanding global privacy principles. Significantly, it appears that many companies are falling short of

data protection obligations under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), which will start to apply from 25 May 2018.
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DLA Piper names new global and US co-chairs for Intellectual Property and Technology practice

8 JAN 2018

DLA Piper has named Frank Ryan co-chair of the firm's global Intellectual Property and Technology practice and Ann Ford co-chair

of its US IPT practice, both effective January 1.

Six months until GDPR: companies still reporting low levels of preparedness

15 Nov 2017
For the over 200 organisations responding to DLA Piper's Data Privacy Scorebox online survey tool since the start of the year, the

average alignment score with all key international data privacy principles was 31.5%, as against an 38.3% average score for

respondents in the 2016 calendar year.

DLA Piper launches Global Contract Laws v2.0

7 Nov 2017

DLA Piper has launched a newly updated version of its Global Contract Laws online resource. Global Contract Laws v2.0 covers

laws from more than 50 countries, including the UK, the US, Australia, China, and Germany, as well as new countries in Asia and

South America.

DLA Piper again honored as Law Firm of the Year in three categories at Juve Awards

27 OCT 2017

At yesterday's presentation of the JUVE Awards in the Alte Oper in Frankfurt am Main, DLA Piper celebrated winning the Law Firm

of the Year award in the categories Media and Technology, Trademarks and Unfair Competition, and Media. In addition, DLA Piper

was also shortlisted for Law Firm of the Year in the categories Private Equity & Venture Capital and Intellectual Property. Last year,

the firm won three awards in the categories Distribution/ Trade and Logistics, Insurance and Company Succession and Trusts.

DLA Piper named one of the most innovative law firms in Europe by the Financial Times Innovative Lawyers
Europe Report 2017

6 OCT 2017

DLA Piper is one of the top five most innovative law firms in Europe according to the Financial Times Innovative Lawyers Europe

report 2017.

Now in its twelfth year, the FT Innovative Lawyers Report assesses lawyers on their innovation both for clients and in their own

businesses. It is one of the top legal rankings in Europe and the accompanying awards are widely regarded as the best researched

in the market.

DLA Piper launches new platform for Guide to Going Global series

20 SEP 2017
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DLA Piper has launched a new platform featuring its Guide to Going Global series, an online resource designed to help companies

operating and growing their international businesses.

DLA Piper recruits patent litigator Dr Philipp Cepl as partner for Cologne office

13 Jul 2017
DLA Piper is pleased to announce that it has successfully recruited Dr Philipp Cepl, a high-calibre patent litigator, as a new partner

for its German patent practice, to the Cologne office. He joins from Allen & Overy and together with Dr med Kokularajah

Paheenthararajah, who joins as Senior Associate, they will take up their post at DLA Piper with effect from 1 October 2017.

DLA Piper advises Link Group on £888 million (AU$1.49 billion) acquisition of Capita Asset Services

10 Jul 2017
DLA Piper has advised Australian company Link Group (ASX: LNK) on the acquisition of UK-based Capita Asset Services division

(CAS) of Capital Plc for £888 million (AU$1.49 billion). Link Group was selected as the successful bidder following a competitive

sale process. DLA Piper also advised Link Group on the related acquisition debt financing of £485 million (AU$815 million).

DLA Piper advises Beijing BDStar Navigation Co., Ltd on the purchase of an interest in the in-tech Group

19 Jun 2017
DLA Piper has advised BDStar as part of a bidding procedure on the acquisition of an interest in the company in-tech GmbH, a

supplier for the digitization and the development in the area of automotive, machinery and transportation systems.

DLA Piper berät Beijing BDStar Navigation Co., Ltd beim Erwerb von Anteilen an der in-tech Gruppe

19 Jun 2017
DLA Piper hat die BDStar beim Erwerb einer Beteiligung an der in-tech GmbH, einem international agierenden Spezialisten für

Digitalisierung und Entwicklung in den Branchen Automotive, Maschinenbau und Verkehrssysteme, beraten. 
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