Financial Services Regulatory
DLA Piper's Financial Services Regulatory practice advises financial institutions of all
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sizes as well as national and international companies that offer financial products.
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We actively advise on a wide range of regulatory, risk management and compliance
issues around the world, including major US legislation such as the Dodd-Frank Act,
EU cross-border financial services legislation and approaches driven by global
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financial services bodies such as the Financial Stability Board, the Bank of
International Settlements, IOSCO and the IAIS.
We advise clients on a wide-range of issues, such as regulatory issues affecting the viability of
the institution; permissibility of activities and investments; anti-money laundering compliance;
restructuring of boards and senior executive responsibilities; examination criticisms, regulatory
investigations and enforcement actions; regulatory processes for the transfer of assets in

Paul Lee
Sócio
Hong Kong
T:+852 2103 0886
paul.lee@dlapiper.com

banks, including affiliated transfers; matters impacting insurers, non-bank lenders and other
financial institutions; and the recovery and resolution of financial institutions; and the regulatory
requirements in relation to such actions.
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We have close connections with a wide range of regulators around the world, including the FDIC,
OCC, Federal Reserve Board, CFPB and state banking regulators in the US, EBA, ESMA, EIOPA
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at the European level, key national regulators in Europe such as the UK's PRA and FCA,
Germany's BAFIN and France's Commission Bancaire, plus many more around the world.
An important and growing aspect of the group's practice involves tracking rapid market and
regulatory changes. Regulators in the US and Europe in particular have engaged in a significant
overhaul of their regulatory system as a consequence of the global financial crisis. This has
been mirrored in many other countries because the changes have very much been driven by the
G20 group of countries. DLA Piper regulatory partners are often closely involved in many of the
leading regulatory initiatives working with legislators, regulators and industry bodies and clients to
achieve practical outcomes in the development of regulation.
Our firm has a very integrated and collaborative international practice bringing together regulatory
and other lawyers across jurisdictions to obtain regulatory consents, provide comparative
assessments of regulations across jurisdictions and resolve regulatory problems. We regularly
advise internationally active clients on a wide range of cross-border issues, among them the
implications of taking their products into new countries and regions, the regulatory implications of
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important acquisitions and transactions and the comparative benefits of selecting particular
jurisdictions for carrying on business.
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Banking Regulation
DLA Piper lawyers have extensive experience representing deposit-takers and banking groups, including bank holding companies,
with regard to their financial services regulatory needs. This includes obtaining bank authorisations and licences and advising on all
aspects of bank supervisory issues. In the US our lawyers are intimately familiar with the Bank Holding Company Act, the Change
in Bank Control Act, the Federal Reserve Act and the Federal Deposit Insurance Act and, similarly, in Europe with key banking
legislation such as the Capital Requirements Regulation and national legislation on banks. We routinely advise client on anti-money
laundering obligations that arise in various jurisdictions around the globe.

Mergers and Acquisitions
DLA Piper lawyers have handled hundreds of acquisition transactions involving financial entities including obtaining regulatory
approval for change in control of financial institutions where this is required. DLA Piper undertakes the highest volume of M&A
transactions in the world.

Capital Markets and Funds
Whether the client wishes to raise public equity, seek fund or private equity investments or issue long-term debt, DLA Piper's
lawyers understand the regulatory and market environments including the nuances of dealing with rating agencies and underwriters.
We have considerable experience in handling the regulatory issues associated with acting for investment funds and for brokers,
dealers and other investment firms.

Corporate and Securities
Closely linked with our capital markets work, our lawyers advise banks in corporate organisation and restructuring, holding company
and subsidiary activities and formation, corporate governance, periodic reporting and compliance with exchange and other regulatory
requirements. In particular we have significant experience with regard to listings on major exchanges such as NYSE, NASDAQ and
the London Stock Exchange and the associated regulatory requirements.

Payments and Non-bank Financial Regulation
With the growing diversity in firms and entities that offer payment and other financial products, including products such as prepaid
access, consumer payment plans, loan servicing and collection, mobile and online payments and virtual currencies, regulations are
rapidly increasing in these areas. DLA Piper lawyers focus directly on these matters and advise clients on terms or features of their
products that impose regulatory implications.

Enforcement
We regularly undertake internal investigations and assist clients with regard to enforcement activity commenced against them by
their regulators. We have considerable experience of the interaction between criminal prosecutions and enforcement action by the
financial services regulator. We also have considerable experience advising on civil liability, litigation and anti-money laundering
enforcement in the context of regulatory scandals both on a national and a cross-border basis.

Insurance regulation
The firm has a substantial insurance operations and regulations practice and can advise both with regard to insurance capital
requirements, authorisation of insurance companies and a wide-range of product and conduct of business issues.

EXPERIENCE
Advised an international company on the development and deployment of payroll card products and related employee remittance
services, in partnership with a major US bank.
Assessed global anti-money laundering obligations of clients, both in response to specific regulatory criticisms and enforcements
as well as on a client-initiated, pro-active basis.
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Represented community banks in branch acquisitions and openings, charter conversions, and capital raising efforts.
Represented major diversified financial services firms in their decisions to separate from banking in response to added regulatory
limitations arising under the Dodd-Frank Act.
Advised international retailers on their credit and payment offerings to consumers.
Advised a non-European lender with regard to the legal requirements in a range of different European member states to assist
them in deciding upon the best business model for carrying out their lending activities. Assisted them with the implementation of
their strategy.
Advised a bank on the financial services regulatory implications of an outsourcing project across several southern European
countries – as part of a larger outsourcing transaction whereby the bank’s retail call centres were being outsourced to a third party
provider.
Advised the London branch of a non-EU bank on the extent to which it could carry on business in the EU outside of the UK
without a passport.
Advised a Spanish bank on the implementation of the consumer credit protection work across various jurisdictions including
Austria.
Advised an Austrian branch of a Spanish bank on its corporate reorganisation procedure.
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