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Rob Hoffman is a renowned trial lawyer who for three decades has handled a wide array of significant
commercial litigation matters nationwide. He represents clients in all aspects of high-stakes commercial litigation,
including hard-fought disputes arising from mergers and acquisitions, disputes over representations and
warranties, class action suits, banking litigation, professional liability, contract breach, fraud, construction, and
insurance coverage and bad faith claims.

CREDENTIALS

Recognitions
The Best Lawyers in America, Commercial Litigation, 2013 – 2018,
The Best Lawyers in America, Insurance Law, 2017 – 2018
Top 15 Corporate Defenders in Dallas/Fort Worth, Dallas Business Journal, 2010
"Best Lawyers" in Dallas in Business Litigation, D Magazine, 2011, 2012, 2015 – 2017
Top Attorney in Business Litigation in the US, Super Lawyers Magazine, Business Edition, 2008 – 2011
Texas Super Lawyer in Business Litigation, Super Lawyers by Thomson Reuters, published in Texas Monthly, 2003 – present
National Registry of Who's Who
AV® PreeminentTM 5.0 out of 5 Peer Review Rated, MartindaleHubbell® PEER REVIEW RATINGSTM

Memberships
BBVA Compass Bank Advisory Board, Member
The General Counsel Forum, General Counsel and Board Member
Darkness to Light, Board Member
American Bar Foundation, Fellow
State Bar of Texas, Fellow
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Education
J.D., Southern Methodist University
National Moot Court Team
B.B.A., University of Texas
with honors

Admissions
Texas

INSIGHTS

Events
Moderator, "Association of Corporate Counsel's Annual Chief Legal Officer Forum," February 2016, 2017 and 2018

NEWS
DLA Piper expands in Dallas with addition of leading employment and litigation lawyers
1 FEB 2018
DLA Piper announced today that Marc Katz and Isabel Crosby have joined the firm's Dallas office as partners in the
Employment practice, and Rob Hoffman has joined as a partner in the Litigation practice.

CLIENT TESTIMONIALS
During the summer and early fall of 2013, Rob defended one of the largest insurance carriers in the US in what has been
described as the largest coverage/bad faith case to go to verdict in Texas in two decades. The top-end exposure was US$200
million. After a seven-week trial, and 4.5 days of deliberation, the jury found that Rob's client did not breach its insurance policy.
The shadow jury (selected by a third party) said the following about Rob:
"He is thorough" and "doesn't leave any stone unturned."
"Mr. Hoffman presented the insurance company's case well, and [according to the juror] 'changed my mind.'"
"He's like a firecracker, very energetic and straight to the point."
Rob's consistent success in protecting clients' interests is demonstrated by the following testimonials:
From an In-House Litigation Counsel for a large publicly traded company:
"I had the pleasure of working with Rob on a complex commercial matter involving multi-jurisdictional issues and international
parties. As in-house litigation counsel for a large publicly traded company, I work with many lawyers but rarely encounter
attorneys who excel both at high level strategy and court room mastery. Rob is a clear exception. From the outset of the case,
Rob had the end game in mind and despite very capable counsel opposing us, I always felt Rob was several steps ahead of the
other side, provided visibility around corners and that his case strategy remained consistent and sound. Rob ensured our
defense was focused, perpetually whittled away at the merits of our opponents' claims and psyche and guided the case to a
very favorable resolution. Rob is responsive, has a great sense of humor, and perhaps most importantly, genuinely cares about
his clients as people."
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From a Senior Counsel at a national insurance carrier:
"I hired Rob to handle a very big, high exposure case which was one of the largest exposures facing our company. Before Rob
entered the case, we had no litigation game plan we were likely going to settle the case at a huge cost because we did not have
the confidence to try the case. Once Rob entered the picture, our prospects changed for two reasons. First, Rob thoroughly
reviewed everything (leaving no stone unturned) and uncovered a very significant piece of evidence. This was a game changing
moment that dramatically changed our strategy going forward and would likely not have occurred had Rob not entered the case.
Second, Rob was tenacious in everything he did in representing our company. He was on a mission to win and his life centered
around his commitment to his goal. Rob is strategic, and like other top lawyers, he constantly thinks five or six moves ahead.
Rob anticipates the moves of his opposition and is always prepared. Most importantly, Rob is the ultimate partner he
understands the needs of his clients and effectively collaborates at every step of the litigation process. I have worked with
thousands of attorneys, and Rob is at the very top of my list because of his ability, dedication, values, communication skills,
trial skills, and his overall ability to see the big picture."
From a General Counsel of a company with offices throughout North America:
"Due to the type of business we're in, my company and its former subsidiaries are no strangers to litigation across the United
States. I've worked with or been on the other side of fine lawyers, but Rob Hoffman is one of the best I've ever seen. When my
company has needed a great trial lawyer over the last 20 years, we always turn to Rob—and the results have been spectacular.
He's the one attorney in the country we trust to get our company out of looming trouble.
Most recently, Rob disposed of two potential high exposure class actions against my company and one of its former
subsidiaries. He out-strategized and out-dueled opponents so that we exited the class actions without a scratch.
Additionally, in October 2006, while celebrating my young son's birthday, I received a call from defense counsel (not Rob) that a
runaway Houston jury had just delivered a surprising multimillion dollar verdict against a subsidiary. My company and I don't like
multimillion dollar surprises, and I was heart sick as this was the one and only bad verdict occurring on my watch. I quickly
contacted Rob and in doing so, immediately felt better. He flew to our defense counsel's office, reviewed their files, came up
with winning strategies, and ultimately persuaded a court of appeals to reverse and render a judgment in our favor. From the
moment I first called Rob, he filled me with confidence that this verdict would be overturned. That confidence allowed me to
sleep at night.
Rob is unlike any trial lawyer I've ever met. First, he's smart, which is not that unique. Second, he has this innate ability to work
with people and get them to appreciate his client's point of view. That is unique. And he does it all with a sense of humor and
dogged determination to achieve the best ethical outcome for his client. Rob has an understanding of the law, and a way with
adversaries, that seem to always result in a successful outcome, and often, an extraordinary outcome."
From opposing New York plaintiffs' counsel in a hard fought class action:
"I'm a New York attorney who brought a class action against one of Rob's corporate clients, and other corporate defendants. I've
been practicing law for many years, and have witnessed the varying styles of hundreds of defense counsel. In my opinion, Rob
Hoffman is one of the very best in the United States.
Rob arrived on the scene about a year after the class action began, but he seemed to quickly assume the lead among the
defense counsel. He was thoughtful, strategic, charming, tenacious, and crafty, but at the same time trustworthy, professional,
and ethical. Before Rob joined the case, we had defeated another defendant's Motion to Dismiss. So Rob knew that a Motion to
Dismiss would get his client nowhere. And discovery had not evolved to the point where Rob could file a motion for summary
judgment or contest class certification. So he did something quite unusual—he prepared and circulated (but did not file) a draft
Motion for Sanctions that laid out for the first time all of the legal problems facing our case. The motion was written in a
thoughtful and persuasive style, as opposed to a mean spirited diatribe that is more common to such motions. The extent to
which it might have ultimately carried the day with the judge was not the point. It highlighted the legal holes in our case in a way
that most lawyers could not have, and in my mind, was the catalyst to the parties looking at settlement seriously. Rob is quite
different from other opponents that I've faced. He engaged the lawyers on our side and for the co-defendants, gained the trust
of all, and was persuasive in defense of his client's position. Lots of lawyers are smart, and Rob certainly is, but Rob has this
unique way of finding commonality among adversaries and turning that into a successful resolution. Rob ultimately engineered a
settlement that was agreeable to all, in which Rob's client somehow paid nothing. After watching Rob in action over several
years, and in many hearings and briefings to the Court, in my opinion Rob is one of the brightest and sharpest defense lawyers
I've ever encountered. He is one of the best lawyers I've come across."
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From opposing Dallas counsel in a legal malpractice case:
"After litigating a high-dollar lawsuit against Rob that spanned several years, I believe him to be one of the best strategic thinkers
I have run across in 20 years of practice. In addition to a strong legal mind, he uses his prodigious interpersonal skills to forge
positive working relationships with opposing counsel. This allows him to litigate and resolve cases in less time and at less
expense than more combative or less skilled attorneys. Rob's position and service as General Counsel of The General Counsel
Forum illustrate his breadth of knowledge of business and the real-world challenges and concerns that face those businesses.
When you take Rob's business knowledge and couple it with his sharp legal mind and considerable persuasive skills, you have
an extremely formidable opponent, and in my opinion, a go-to attorney in the arena of commercial litigation."
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