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Justin March is the head of our real estate practice in New Zealand. He has been
involved in real estate for close to 30 years.
Justin's clients typically have significant property portfolios and operate across a broad
range of industry sectors.
He regularly advises domestic and global corporates which operate across multiple
jurisdictions. Increasingly, he has been involved in new foreign entrants in the New Zealand
market.
Justin advises on commercial property, infrastructure and developments. He has been
involved in significant commercial and residential projects.

RELATED SERVICES
Real Estate

RELATED SECTORS
Consumer Goods,
Food and Retail

LANGUAGES
SPOKEN
English

LANGUAGES SPOKEN
English

EXPERIENCE
Adviser to Foodstuffs, New Zealand's largest grocery distributor and one of New Zealand's largest organisations on all
property related matters relating to the company’s strategic properties and multi-million dollar property portfolio.
Advised Television New Zealand on the sale of two CBD commercial properties in Auckland to Sky City for its $400 million
international standard National Convention Centre development.
Advised Tiffany & Co, an iconic jeweller, on its much publicised entry into New Zealand on its flagship store project in the
prestigious high-end Britomart precinct in downtown Auckland.
Adviser to the Cornwall Park Trust Board on its significant land holdings, including parkland, a large residential property
portfolio of over 100 ground leases, sports clubs, show grounds and an educational institution.
Advised L & Y Holdings, a multi-national developer of its NZ$100 million commercial retail, residential and public carpark
development project integrated with a Council public square and railway station on Broadway Newmarket comprising over 500
strata titles.
Advised Asia Pacific on the Public Works Act acquisition by the Crown of a substantial land holding of around 200 hectares
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for the Puhoi to Warkworth Stage Ara Tuhono-Puhoi to Wellsford Motorway Project.
Advised a global hospitality leader on its luxury hotel developed by Beijing based Fu Wah International Group at Auckland
Waterfront Wynyard Precinct.
Advised Yashili, a Chinese listed company, one of the largest domestic paediatric milk formula producers in China, on its
acquisition and development of a milk processing facility project in Pokeno, with a project value in excess of $100 million.
Advisor to Australia's and South African owned Pepkor South East Asia entrance in the New Zealand market following its
acquisition of portfolio of over 60 retail stores across the country.
Advised Auckland Council on various notable projects, including the Public Works Act acquisition of land from Contact Energy
for a major motorway interchange for access to Highbrook Business Park, the Telstra Pacific Events Centre project at
Manukau City, the transfer of property assets from Council to Manukau Water Limited and the sewerage easement plant at
Kawakawa Bay.

CREDENTIALS

Recognitions
Justin is ranked in the 2019 Legal 500 Asia-Pacific rankings as a leading individual in Real Estate and Construction.
Justin is also ranked as a leading Real Estate lawyer in the Chambers Asia-Pacific 2019 rankings.
Justin is ranked as a Leading Individual for Real Estate in the Legal 500 Asia-Pacific 2018 rankings. Legal 500 praised the
"very experienced" Justin on his expertise in advising clients such as "grocery distribution giant Foodstuffs North Island."
Clients have remarked that the team he leads is "A-plus, with top-class industry knowledge" and they "cannot recommend it
highly enough."
Justin is ranked as a leading Real Estate lawyer in Chambers Asia-Pacific 2017, with Chambers commenting on “the
multidisciplinary composition” of his team and “its easy access to partners in related practice areas”. Clients remark that
Justin and his team “understand our business and meet or exceed our expectations.”
Justin was ranked as a leading Real Estate lawyer in Chambers Asia-Pacific 2016, with Chambers noting that he 'impresses
market commentators with his "good commercial brain and excellent strategic guidance." Clients report: "He is excellent, he
understands our business, gives pragmatic advice, has the technical ability and legal accuracy, and is responsive and
efficient when handling matters."
Justin was ranked as a leading Real Estate lawyer in Chambers Asia-Pacific 2016, with Chambers noting that he 'impresses
market commentators with his "good commercial brain and excellent strategic guidance." Clients report: "He is excellent, he
understands our business, gives pragmatic advice, has the technical ability and legal accuracy, and is responsive and
efficient when handling matters."'
Justin was ranked as a leading Real Estate lawyer in Chambers Asia-Pacific Guide 2015, with Chambers commenting that 'one
appreciative client states: "He was very accurate and reliable, with an excellent understanding of our business, and so
commercial and pragmatic with it."'
Justin was ranked as a leading Real Estate lawyer in Chambers Asia-Pacific Guide 2014 and 2015, with clients praising him for
being 'technically very astute, also very good at identifying the risk.'
Justin was ranked as a leading Real Estate lawyer in Chambers Asia-Pacific Guide 2013, with clients praising him as 'thorough
and professional,' and noting, 'He delivers expert advice and has a real wealth of specialist knowledge.'

Education
University of Auckland, LLB, 1983

Memberships
New Zealand Law Society
New Zealand Law Society Property Transactions Committee
Auckland District Law Society Property Law Committee
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Auckland District Law Society Forms and Precedents Committee
Property Council of New Zealand

INSIGHTS

Publications
How flexible do I want to be?
16 MAY 2019
No - it's a common mistake to think that flexible workspace is all about open plan and hot desking - which triggers lots of talk
about densities, neighborhoods, bump spots and whether open plan actually is more productive. This is not about how you use
your premises - but being flexible about what you contract for and how you contract it in the first place.
At a time when innovation is redefining the space and staff that business requires (on both sides of the curve) it makes sense
that long term leases of fixed premises are not always fit for purpose. By considering this property owners can embrace
flexibility rather than fear being disrupted.

Major Building Law Reform Coming – Have Your Say
29 APR 2019
The government is proposing major changes to building laws. The changes are aimed at improving the quality of building work by
addressing low productivity, inefficient practices and processes, skills and labour shortages and health and safety.

Overseas Investment Amendment Act receives Royal Assent
24 AUG 2018
The Overseas Investment Amendment Act 2018 has received Royal Assent and will come into effect on 22 October 2018. The
Amendment Act brings in a number of changes to the overseas investment regime, with the most notable being the changes
relating to residential land and forestry acquisitions by overseas persons.

NEWS
DLA Piper lawyers included in The Best Lawyers in New Zealand 2021 Edition
9 April 2020
DLA Piper is delighted to announce the inclusion of fourteen of our lawyers in the Best Lawyers in New Zealand 2021 Edition
Awards.
Now in its 12th edition, the Best Lawyers in New Zealand awards are based entirely on peer review. This peer-review
methodology gives insight into the consensus opinion of leading lawyers in New Zealand, about their peers in their community
and legal practice area.
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DLA Piper supports Keystone Trust
24 JUNE 2019
For nearly 25 years, Keystone Trust has chosen high school students from challenging circumstances and helped them
undertake property-related tertiary study. Doors open; the young people are able to enter the property and construction
industries, and to have the careers of their dreams. “This is a massive helping hand from Keystone Trust, and it accords firmly
with DLA Piper’s own values,” says Justin March, DLA Piper’s head of real estate in New Zealand.

DLA Piper announces top female lawyer to join expanding Real Estate team as Partner
1 MAR 2019
Leading global law firm DLA Piper is expanding its real estate offering by adding to its Real Estate team leading commercial
property lawyer Davida Dunphy.
Davida Dunphy has advised on some of the largest and most transformational projects both in New Zealand and the UK from
initial strategy through the entire life cycle.

DLA Piper (New Zealand) recognized in 2019 Legal 500 Asia Pacific rankings
3 Dec 2018
DLA Piper (New Zealand) is pleased to announce that we have once again been ranked top tier in Investment Funds and
Insurance. Twelve of our lawyers are ranked as Leading Individuals in their practice area with a further five recognized in the
category of Next Generation Lawyers.
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