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Michael McKee has over 30 years' experience in the financial services sector
having practised at major international law firms in London. Michael also has
several years of in-house experience at Citigroup where he provided legal
advice to the trading floor and other parts of the business.
Michael also has wide-ranging experience of banking and investment banking issues having
worked for some years as Executive Director at the British Bankers Association where he led
the negotiation of major European Directives such as the Markets in Financial Instruments
Directive and the Market Abuse Directive on behalf of the banking industry in the UK. His
deep understanding of financial services law and regulation includes a wide range of contacts
within the Financial Conduct Authority, and the Prudential Regulation Authority and contacts
with regulators across Europe and elsewhere.
In February 2012 Michael was appointed as a member of the Executive Board of the
International Regulatory Strategy Group of CityUK and the Corporation of London. The IRSG
develops the UK financial services industry's position on a range of important international
regulatory issues.
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Queen's University, Belfast, LLB, 1st Class Hons, 1984

Insurance

Queens' College, Cambridge, LL.M, 1st Class Hons, 1986
Queen Mary College, University of London, Post-Graduate Diploma in International Arbitration, Distinction, 1990

Memberships
Liveryman of Worshipful Company of International Bankers
Member of Chartered Institute of Arbitrators.

INSIGHTS
Michael is an author of FinBrief - Global finance updates blog. Read his insights on legal issues relating to finance, markets and
their regulation.

Publications
Anti-Money Laundering Bulletin - Summer 2020
24 June 2020
In this issue we provide updates on AML and counter-terrorist financing news from around the world, with a focus on the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the new sectoral guidance of the UK Joint Money Laundering Steering Group and the FATF guidance
on the use of digital identity.

ESMA Guidelines on Compliance Function under MiFID II
23 June 2020
On 5 June 2020, the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) published new guidelines for the Compliance Function
under the second Markets in Financial Instruments Directive 2014/65/EU (MiFID II), replacing the previous ESMA guidelines on
the same topic issued in 2012.

ESMA Publishes 2019 Annual Report and Updates 2020 Annual Work Programme
18 June 2020
On 15 June 2020, the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) published its 2019 Annual Report, which included a
revised version of its 2020 Annual Work Programme and a review of its key actions from 2019.

High Court provides guidance on SIPP administrators’ duties to execution-only clients
28 May 2020
On 18 May 2020, the High Court delivered its judgement in Russell Adams v Options SIPP UK LLP regarding the potential liability
of an execution-only Self-Invested Personal Pension (SIPP) provider to an investor whose underlying investment in the SIPP
incurred significant losses.

FCA launches consultation on strengthening customer protections at payment firms
26 May 2020
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On 22 May 2020, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) launched a Consultation on additional guidance for payment firms to
strengthen the way they safeguard customer funds.

EBA publishes inquiry into Dividend Arbitrage Trading Schemes and announces 10 point action plan
22 May 2020
On 12 May 2020, the European Banking Authority (EBA) published its Report into dividend arbitrage trading schemes and
announced a 10 point Action Plan to enhance the future regulatory framework.

New Regulatory Initiatives Grid - pilot launched by the Financial Services Regulatory Initiatives Forum
14 May 2020
The Financial Services Regulatory Initiatives Forum (the Forum) launched earlier this year. It is intended to improve and assist
regulatory co-ordination as well as giving firms a clearer picture of the horizon for significant regulatory initiatives.

European Commission: Proposed Amendments to the CRR
11 May 2020
On 28 April 2020, the European Commission (EC) published a proposal for a Regulation amending the Capital Requirements
Regulation (EU) 575/013 (CRR) in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The EC proposals are meant to complement the existing
flexibility in the current framework and are designed to “maximise the capacity of credit institutions to lend and to absorb losses
related to the COVID-19 pandemic”.

FCA provides industry an extra 6 months for full Strong Customer Authentication compliance
4 May 2020
On 30 April 2020, the UK’s Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) granted the payments industry an additional 6 months to meet the
requirements of Strong Customer Authentication (SCA).

FSB Report Stage 1: Enhancing Cross-Border Payments
21 April 2020
Faster, cheaper, more transparent and more inclusive cross-border payment services, including remittances, would have
widespread benefits for citizens and economies worldwide, supporting economic growth, international trade, global development
and financial inclusion.

FCA and PRA’s expectations of dual-regulated firms in the UK as a result of COVID-19
14 April 2020
On 3 April 2020, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA) jointly published a statement
(Regulatory Statement) explaining their expectations of regulated firms and setting out their joint approach to the Senior
Managers and Certification Regimes (SMCR) for dual-regulated firms in light of the coronavirus COVID-19 outbreak.

Delay in full implementation of confirmation of payee by the major banks due to COVID-19
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9 April 2020
On 20 March 2020, the Payment Systems Regulator (PSR) announced that it was permitting the UK’s six largest banking groups,
which cover 90% of bank transfers, to not fully implement Confirmation of Payee (CoP) by 31 March 2020.

Financial conduct authority publishes its 2020/2021 business plan
9 April 2020
On 7 April 2020, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) published its business plan for the year 2020/21 (Business Plan), setting
out its priorities for the near future, but also in the long run.

Update: Delay in full implementation of Confirmation of Payee by the major banks due to COVID-19
9 April 2020
On 20 March 2020, the Payment Systems Regulator (PSR) announced that it was permitting the UK’s six largest banking groups,
which cover 90% of bank transfers, to not fully implement Confirmation of Payee (CoP) by 31 March 2020.

FCA publishes guidance on UK mortgage “payment holidays” relating to COVID-19
7 April 2020
Following an announcement by the UK government on 17 March 2020, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) has published
guidance for participants in the residential mortgages sector, setting out their expectations in respect of payment holidays that
are to be offered to customers experiencing financial difficulties arising from the COVID-19 outbreak.

Investment fund liquidity – plugging the leaks
6 April 2020
We look at the various regulatory initiatives taking place in 2020 in relation to liquidity considerations for open-ended investment
funds. These developments are relevant to managers of openended funds seeking to manage their liquidity risk and ensure
regulatory compliance going forward.

COVID-19 and its impact on the financial services sector
6 April 2020
The coronavirus outbreak has already had a significant impact on the UK and the global economy, leading to market uncertainty,
falls in asset prices, disruption in businesses’ cashflows and increased demand for short-term credit. In response to this, UK and
EU authorities are taking action to support the economy and facilitate the flow of capital. This article explains how the
coronavirus outbreak and the associated measures affect the financial services sector in the EU and UK.

FCA feedback statement on climate change and green finance
6 April 2020
On 16 October 2019, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) published its Feedback Statement on Climate Change and Green
Finance (FS19/6), setting out a summary of responses to its discussion paper and next steps.
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HM Treasury – Response to consultation on pre-paid funeral plans
31 March 2020
On 11 March 2020, HM Treasury published the response to its consultation paper on the regulation of pre-paid funeral plans. The
consultation had originally been launched in 2018 following concerns about consumer detriment in the pre-paid funeral plan
market.

Contactless Limit in the UK to be increased to GBP45
30 March 2020
On 24 March 2020, UK Finance announced that the spending limit for contactless card payments will be increased from GBP30
to GBP45 with a national-roll out commencing on 1 April 2020. UK Finance is the trade association for the UK banking and
financial services sector.

BoE proposes an Open Data Platform for SME Finance
26 March 2020
On 12th March 2020, the Bank of England (BoE) published a Paper proposing an Open Data Platform to facilitate access to
finance for small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs).

Confirmation of Payee by the major banks to commence by 31 March 2020
23 March 2020
Banks currently use unique identifiers (usually sort code and account number) entered by the payer to identify the receiving
account. Whilst the intended payee’s name may be provided, there is currently no mandate to check that name against the
account to which the unique identifiers relate.

COVID-19 and its impact on the financial services sector
23 March 2020
The coronavirus outbreak has already had a significant impact on the UK and the global economy, leading to market uncertainty,
falls in asset prices, disruption in businesses’ cashflows and increased demand for short-term credit.

HM treasury publishes financial services future regulatory framework review
17 March 2020
On 11 March 2020, HM Treasury published its response to a call for evidence on the coordination between UK financial services
regulators by the UK government. The call for evidence is part of the Financial Services Future Regulatory Framework Review
(Review), which was launched in July 2019 and aims to assess how the UK regulatory landscape should adapt in the following
years to ensure it remains fit for purpose.

It's time to talk about money – a speech by Sir Jon Cunliffe
5 March 2020
On 28 February 2020, Sir Jon Cunliffe, Deputy Governor for Financial Stability at the Bank of England, gave a speech on the
future of money to the London School of Economics.

DLA Piper is a global law firm operating through various separate and distinct legal entities. Further details of these entities can be found at www.dlapiper.com. This may qualify as

FCA highlights its areas of concern in financial services markets
2 March 2020
On 18 February 2020, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) has published its annual Sector Views.

Anti-Money Laundering Bulletin - Winter 2020
28 February 2020
Welcome to the winter 2020 edition of DLA Piper's AML Bulletin.

FCA publishes new rules to promote shareholder engagement
25 October 2019
On 31 May 2019, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) published policy statement (PS19/13) setting out new rules which aim to
improve shareholder engagement from life insurers and asset managers. The policy statement provides feedback to the relevant
Consultation Paper (CP19/7) and implements the requirements which were introduced by the revised Shareholder Rights Directive
(SRDII).

FCA confirms new rules for non-UCITS retail schemes investing in inherently illiquid assets
3 October 2019
On 30 September 2019, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) published a press release confirming new rules relevant to
specific forms of open-ended funds, which invest heavily in inherently illiquid assets (such as property).

Anti-Money Laundering Bulletin - Autumn 2019
30 September 2019
Welcome to the autumn 2019 edition of DLA Piper's AML Bulletin. In this issue we provide updates on anti-money laundering and
counter-terrorist financing news, both in the UK and internationally, covering the period from June 2019 to September 2019.

FATF publishes new rules for the regulation of virtual assets
30 September 2019
On 21 June 2019, the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) published an updated version of its recommendations on international
standards on combating money laundering and the financing of terrorism and proliferation (Recommendations), to include an
interpretative note, clarifying the application of the Recommendations with regards to virtual assets and Virtual Asset Service
Providers (VASPs) (Interpretative Note).

FCA announces extension to its use of the Temporary Transitional Power
30 July 2019
On 25 July 2019, the FCA confirmed its intention to extend the proposed duration of directions issued under the Temporary
Transitional Power (TTP) to 31 December 2020.
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ESMA publishes report on the licensing of Fintech business models
15 July 2019
On 12 July 2019, the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) published a Report on the status of licencing regimes of
Fintech firms across the European Union.

FCA proposes ban on sale of crypto-derivatives to retail consumers
9 July 2019
On 3rd July 2019, the FCA published Consultation Paper CP19/22 proposing a ban on the sale of crypto-derivatives to retail
consumers (Consultation). This fulfilled the commitment it had made to explore such a ban in the UK Cryptoasset Taskforce
Final Report in October 2018.

FCA sets out reasons for acting contrary to ESMA opinion on its final rules for CFDS and CFD-like options
5 July 2019
On 1 July 2019, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) published Policy Statement PS19/18 (PS19/18) which confirmed rules
restricting the sale, marketing and distribution of contracts for difference (CFDs) and CFD-like options sold to retail consumers.

Global Financial Innovation Network publishes its 'One year on' report
5 July 2019
In June 2019, the Global Financial Innovation Network (GFIN) released its ‘One Year On’ Report, reflecting on its first year of
operation (the Report). The GFIN is an international network of financial services regulators and relevant organisations, designed
to support regulatory collaboration and cross-border testing of innovative products and technologies in the financial sector.

FCA confirms permanent restrictions on the sale of CFDS and CFD-like options to retail consumers
2 July 2019
On 1 July 2019, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) confirmed rules restricting the sale, marketing and distribution of
contracts for difference (CFDs) and CFD-like options sold to retail consumers. This follows a previous FCA announcement on 26
April that delayed the publication of a Policy Statement and any final FCA Handbook rules until the FCA had received further
consultation feedback in response to Consultation Paper 18/38 (CP18/38). The FCA has now published Policy Statement PS19/18
which summarises the consultation feedback and outlines final policy and Handbook rules.

FCA recognises voluntary FX Global and UK Money Markets Codes under its codes recognition scheme
28 June 2019
On 26 June 2019, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) announced that it has recognised the voluntary FX Global and UK
Money Markets Codes (the Codes) under its industry codes recognition scheme. Last year the FCA launched the scheme for
recognising industry codes for unregulated financial markets and activities. The Codes are the first industry codes that have
received recognition under the scheme.

Wolfsberg Group publishes CBDDQ capacity building material
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28 June 2019
The Wolfsberg Group, which is an association of 13 global banks, has published materials to supplement the implementation of
the Correspondent Banking Due Diligence Questionnaire (CBDDQ). The CBDDQ was published on 22 February 2018 in order to
update the original Wolfsberg 2004 Anti Money Laundering Questionnaire. The CBDDQ aims to set an enhanced and reasonable
standard for cross-border and other higher risk correspondent banking due diligence. In the long term, if adopted across the
finance industry, the CBDDQ aims to establish a better overall industry standard, combat financial crime and strengthen the
international financial system.

Governor of Bank of England delivers speech on the future of finance
25 June 2019
On 20 June 2019, the Governor of the Bank of England (Bank), Mark Carney, delivered a speech outlined the findings of Huw
van Steenis’ report, the ‘Future of Finance Review on the Outlook for the UK Financial System’ (the Report), and set out the
Bank’s Response to the Report (the Response). The speech was delivered by the Governor at the Mansion House Bankers’ and
Merchant’s Dinner.

EBA opinion on the elements of Strong Customer Authentication under PSD2
25 June 2019
On 21 June 2019, the European Banking Authority (EBA) published an opinion on the elements of strong customer authentication
(SCA) under the second Payment Services Directive 2015/2366 (PSD2). The opinion addressed some concerns about the ability
of certain actors in the payments chain to ensure compliance with SCA rules in time for the 14 September 2019 start date. The
EBA also took the opportunity to provide a non-exhaustive list of the authentication approaches currently being observed in the
market and whether these would be considered SCA compliant.

FCA delays publication of Policy Statement and final rules for CFDs and CFD-like options
27 MAY 2019
On 26 April 2019, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) announced that it will delay the publication of a Policy Statement and
any final FCA Handbook rules for contracts for difference (CFDs) and CFD-like options sold to retail clients. The FCA had
previously indicated that publication of a Policy Statement and final rules would take place in April 2019, but its recent statement
has announced that it now plans to publish these rules in “Summer 2019”.

EMIR Refit: How market participants should prepare for the upcoming changes
24 MAY 2019
The amending regulation to the European Market Infrastructure Regulation (also known as EMIR 2.1 or EMIR Refit) will introduce
several key changes to the regulation of EU derivatives from next month. On 14 May 2019, the Council of the EU adopted the
amended regulation and confirmed that the final text is expected to be signed in the coming weeks, with the amending regulation
entering into force 20 days after its publication in the Official Journal of the EU.

Anti-Money Laundering Bulletin - Spring 2019
23 MAY 2019
DLA Piper’s Financial Services Regulatory team welcomes you to the Spring 2019 edition of our Anti-Money Laundering (AML)
Bulletin. In this issue we provide updates on anti-money laundering and counter-terrorist financing news, both in the UK and
internationally, covering the period from February 2019 to April 2019.
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UK's payment systems regulator delays the implementation of confirmation of payee
23 MAY 2019
On 9 May 2019, the UK’s Payment Systems Regulator (PSR) published a Consultation Paper announcing a delay of the
implementation deadline of ‘Confirmation of Payee’ (CoP). You may access the Consultation Paper here. CoP, was due to come
into force by 1 April 2019 but will now be pushed back until 31 December 2019.

European Supervisory Authorities propose the regulation of third party cloud service providers
13 MAY 2019
On 10 April 2019, the European Supervisory Authorities (ESAs) published a Joint Advice on the need for legislative
improvements relating to Information and Communication Technology (ICT) risk management in the EU financial sector (Joint
Advice). The three ESAs are the European Banking Authority (EBA), the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) and
the European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority (EIOPA). The Joint Advice includes, among other things, a
recommendation addressed to the EU Commission to establish a framework for the oversight and monitoring of ‘critical’ cloud
services providers.

Financial stability board progress report on reforming major interest rate benchmarks
9 MAY 2019
In late 2018, the Financial Stability Board (FSB) published a progress report on the implementation of its 2014 recommendations
to reform major interest rate benchmarks as well as on its more recent work to improve contractual robustness in relation to the
risk of discontinuation of major interest-rate benchmarks (Progress Report). The FSB’s 2014 recommendations aimed to
strengthen existing benchmarks for key Interbank Offered Rates (IBORs) in the unsecured lending markets and promote the
development and adoption of alternative nearly Risk-Free Reference rates (RFRs).

ESMA letter to European commission on MiFID II and MiFIR third-country regimes
9 MAY 2019
On October 1, 2018 the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) published a letter, dated September 26, 2018 from
Steven Maijoor, ESMA Chair, addressed to Valdis Dombrovskis, Vice President of the European Commission. The letter
discusses ESMA’s concerns and proposes improvements in relation to the regime for third-country firms under the second
Markets in Financial Instruments Directive (MiFID II) and Markets in Financial Instruments Regulation (MiFIR).

The Directory: a new public register for financial services
11 APR 2019
On 8 March 2019, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) published Policy Statement PS19/7 (Policy Statement) introducing the
‘Directory’, a new public register for financial services which will include information specifically on individuals. The Policy
Statement summarises the feedback to Consultation Paper 18/19 and sets out the final rules establishing the Directory.

FCA fines UBS AG £27.6 million for transaction reporting failure
20 MAR 2019
On 19 March 2019, the FCA announced that UBS AG (UBS) has been fined £27,599,400 for failings relating to 135.8 million
transaction reports between November 2007 and May 2017. A transaction report involves submitting data to the FCA that
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contains information relating to an individual financial market transaction. The FCA’s rules on transaction reporting, previously
based in the first Markets in Financial Instruments Directive (MiFID), have, from 3 January 2018, been applied by the second
Markets in Financial Instruments Directive. Each report includes information about the financial instrument traded, the firm
undertaking the trade, the buyer and seller, and the date and time of the trade.

Finalised Guidance on Statements of Responsibility and responsibilities maps for FCA firms under SM&CR
20 MAR 2019
On 8th March the FCA published its Final Guidance on Statements of Responsibilities (SoRs) and responsibilities maps under the
Senior Managers and Certification Regime (SM&CR). The Final Guidance builds on the FCA’s SM&CR guidance for solo-regulated
firms published in July 2018 and followed the FCA’s consultation on the subject in October 2018. It aims to give FCA
solo-regulated firms practical assistance and information on preparing SoRs and responsibilities maps prior to the roll out of the
new rules in December 2019.

Operational resilience and it failures in the financial services sector
18 MAR 2019
In August 2018 the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) mandated banks start publishing information relating to major operational
and security incidents. According to recent BBC findings, the data published so far show that big banks experience typically one
outage per month. Between April and December, major UK banks suffered more than ten shutdowns. Barclays, followed by
Lloyds, have reported the highest number of incidents.

FCA publishes findings on consumer attitudes and awareness of cryptoassets
12 MAR 2019
On 7th March 2019, the FCA published two pieces of research it had commissioned on consumers’ attitudes and awareness of
cryptoassets. “Cryptoassets” generally refer to cryptocurrencies (like Bitcoin) as well as other digital assets secured
cryptographically.

European Banking Authority publishes opinion on deposit protection in the event of a no-deal Brexit
7 MAR 2019
On 1 March 2019, the European Banking Authority (EBA) published an Opinion on deposit protection issues arising from the UK’s
withdrawal from the EU (Opinion). The Opinion seeks to ensure that depositors in the EU are adequately protected also in a
no-deal scenario. Most importantly, it recommends that EU branches of UK credit institutions should be required to join local EU
Deposit Guarantee Schemes (DGSs) subject to the requirements of national law.

ESMA adopts recognition decision regarding Euroclear in preparation for a no-deal Brexit
7 MAR 2019
On 1 March 2019, the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) announced that it will recognise Euroclear UK and
Ireland Limited (Euroclear) as a third country Central Securities Depository (CSD), in the event of a no-deal Brexit (Recognition
Decision). Euroclear, which is the CSD in the UK, also services Irish securities. The Recognition Decision will allow Euroclear to
continue offering its services in the EU and will help avoid disruption for the Irish securities market.

Bank of England and Prudential Regulation Authority approach to no-deal Brexit
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4 MAR 2019
On 28 February 2019, the Bank of England (BoE) and Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA) published a joint Policy Statement
PS5/19 setting out the general approach they will follow in the event of a no-deal Brexit (Policy Statement).

FCA encourages asset managers to transition to alternative risk-free rates
1 MAR 2019
On 21 February 2019, Megan Butler, the FCA’s Executive Director of Supervision: Investment, Wholesale and Specialists
delivered a speech on firms’ ongoing transition from the use of the London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) to overnight risk-free
rates (RFRs).

Global Financial Innovation Network formally launches
8 FEB 2019
The Global Financial Innovation Network (GFIN) launched officially in January 2019. The GFIN is an international network of
financial services regulators and relevant organisations, designed to support regulatory collaboration and cross-border testing of
innovative products and technologies in the financial services sector.

Anti-Money Laundering Bulletin - Winter 2019
30 JAN 2019
In this issue, we provide updates on AML developments in the Financial Services Sector. We offer the latest updates on Brexit,
including the anti-money laundering and counterterrorist financing aspects of the Political Declaration on the future UK-EU
relationship and we look at the steps that firms need to take in preparation of a ‘no-deal’ Brexit.

FCA proposes to exclude heads of legal as senior managers under SM&CR
28 JAN 2019
On 23rd January the FCA published a Consultation Paper 19/4 outlining several amendments to the Senior Managers and
Certification Regime (SM&CR) for banking firms, insurers and FSMA-authorised solo-regulated firms. The FCA hopes that the
proposals will ensure the effectiveness of the SM&CR and support its objectives of reducing harm to consumers and
strengthening market integrity.

FCA publishes its refreshed values and conflict of interests policy
22 JAN 2019
On 3 January 2019, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) published a short Reference Guide clarifying its Values and Core
Skills (Reference Guide). On 2 January 2019, the FCA also published its Conflict of Interests Policy, which replaces and
supersedes its Code of Conduct, with effect from 1 January 2019.

FCA follows US regulators in warning firms over manufactured credit events in its latest Market Watch
22 JAN 2019
Two and a half years since the Market Abuse Regulation (Regulation 596/2014) (MAR) came into effect, the FCA released the
58th edition of its Market Watch newsletter on 17 December 2018 (Newsletter) commenting on the latest developments on
market conduct and transaction reporting.
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ESMA and EBA approach to Crypto-Assets
21 JAN 2019
On 9 January 2019, the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) and the European Banking Authority (EBA) published
Advice and a Report, respectively, on the regulatory treatment of assets secured cryptographically (crypto-assets).

FCA consultation paper and policy statement on regulatory technical standards under PSD2
15 JAN 2019
On 19 December 2018, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) published Consultation Paper 18/44 which proposed to make
Regulatory Technical Standards for Strong Customer Authentication and common and secure open standards of communication,
for the purposes of contingency planning in the event of a no-deal Brexit (Consultation Paper).

EEA firms and investment funds can now notify under Temporary Permissions Regime
10 JAN 2018
The notification window to enter the Temporary Permissions Regime (TPR) opened on 7 January 2019 and will close at the end of
28 March 2019. In the event of a ‘no deal’ Brexit, the TPR allows inbound passporting EEA firms and investment funds to
continue carrying out regulated business in the UK for a limited period of time, while working towards obtaining authorisation or
recognition.

European Commission "No Deal" Contingency Plan - Financial Services Implications
20 DEC 2018
On 19 December, the European Commission began implementing its “no deal” Brexit Contingency Action Plan. This came in the
context of the continued uncertainty surrounding the ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement agreed between the EU and the UK
on 25 November 2018 and last week’s call by the European Council (Article 50) to intensify preparedness work against the
backdrop of a potential “no deal” Brexit.

Data Protection: What should financial services firms do in the event of a no-deal Brexit?
20 DEC 2018
On 13 December 2018, the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) published a Policy Statement clarifying how
a ‘no-deal’ Brexit will affect UK data protection law. On the same day, the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) published
detailed guidance as well as a six-steps practical guide advising firms on how to prepare for a no-deal scenario.

PRA and BoE consult on the Resolvability Assessment Framework
19 DEC 2018
The Bank of England and the Prudential Regulation Authority have published two consultation papers to outline their proposed
Resolvability Assessment Framework for banks. The regime is designed to ensure that banks are, and are able to demonstrate
that they are, resolvable.

Commission refers Luxembourg to the Court of Justice for not completely implementing MLD4
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17 DEC 2018
On 8 November 2018, the European Commission referred Luxembourg to the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) for
failing to fully transpose the fourth Anti-Money Laundering Directive (MLD4) into national law. On the same day, the Commission
also sent Estonia a reasoned opinion and Denmark a letter of formal notice to assess compliance with MLD4.

EBA Finalises guidelines on the contingency mechanism exemption under PSD2
13 DEC 2018
Article 98(1) of the Second Payments Services Directive (EU) 2015/2366 (PSD2) requires the European Banking Authority (EBA)
to develop Regulatory Technical Standards (RTS) on Strong Customer Authentication and common and secure communications
(SCA).

FSB progress report on decline in correspondent banking
5 DEC 2018
On 16 November 2018, the Financial Stability Board (FSB) published its data report on correspondent banking as well as a
progress report to the G20 Summit on the FSB action plan to assess and address the decline in corresponding banking.

ESMA renews intervention measures on Binary Options and Contracts for Difference
30 NOV 2018
On 9 November 2018, the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) renewed the prohibition of the marketing,
distribution and sale of binary options to retail clients for another tree-month period, starting from 2 January 2019.

Financial Stability Board progress report on reforming major interest rate benchmarks
28 NOV 2018
On 14 November 2018, the Financial Stability Board (FSB) published a progress report on the implementation of its 2014
recommendations to reform major interest rate benchmarks as well as on its more recent work to improve contractual robustness
in relation to the risk of discontinuation of major interest-rate benchmarks (Progress Report).

FSB appoints new Chair and Vice Chair
28 NOV 2018
On 26 November 2018, Plenary of the Financial Stability Board (FSB) unanimously agreed to appoint Randal K. Quarles,
Governor and Vice Chairman for Supervision at the US Federal Reserve, as its new Chair and Klaas Knot, President of De
Nederlandsche Bank, as Vice Chair.

HM Treasury consults on breathing space scheme and statutory debt repayment plan
20 NOV 2018
On 29 October 2018, HM Treasury published a consultation paper on a breathing space scheme and a statutory debt repayment
plan, which were both part of the government’s 2017 manifesto commitments.
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FSB welcomes IAIS proposed insurance systemic risk framework
20 NOV 2018
Last week, the International Association of Insurance Supervisors (IAIS) published for consultation its proposed holistic
framework for the assessment and mitigation of systemic risk in the insurance sector.

EU Commission refers Slovenia and Spain to the Court of Justice for non-implementation of MiFID II
19 NOV 2018
The Second Markets in Financial Instruments Directive 2014/65/EU (MiFID II) was required to come into force across all EU
Member States on 3 January 2018. Some Member States however have not yet transposed MiFID II in full into their national law.

Financial services implications of Brexit Withdrawal Agreement
16 NOV 2018
On 14 November 2018, the European Commission and the United Kingdom’s negotiators reached an agreement on the entirety of
the Withdrawal Agreement of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union and the
European Atomic Energy Community (Withdrawal Agreement). They also agreed on an outline of the political declaration on the
future EU-UK relationship (Outline Declaration); a more detailed declaration will be published in due course.

The Impact of MiFID II on Dark Pools so far
13 NOV 2018
We are now 11 months after the application of the legislative framework known as the second Markets in Financial Instruments
Directive 2014/65/EU (MiFID II) across the European Union.

Securities and Markets Stakeholder Group Report on Initial Coin Offerings and crypto-assets
13 NOV 2018
On 19 October 2018, the Securities and Markets Stakeholder Group (SMSG) published its Own Initiative Report advising the
European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) on Initial Coin Offerings (ICOs) and crypto-assets (Report). In its Report the
SMSG examines whether and, if so, how crypto-assets should be regulated and advises ESMA on the next steps it should take to
mitigate the relevant risks, focusing particularly on investor protection issues.

EEA Firms can notify under Temporary Permissions Regime from 7 January
12 NOV 2018
On 7 November 2018, the PRA published a notice for EEA firms looking to make notifications under the temporary permission,
followed by a similar notice issued by the FCA issued two days subsequent.

FCA Policy Statement on SME access to the Financial Ombudsman Service
8 NOV 2018
On 16 October 2018, the FCA published Policy Statement 18/21 on the access of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) to
the Financial Ombudsman Service (FOS) (Policy Statement). The Policy Statement publishes rules that will extend the FOS
eligibility scope, allowing larger SMEs, charities and trusts, as well as personal guarantors of loans to a business to access the
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service.

FCA report on money laundering and terrorist financing in the e-money sector
7 NOV 2018
On 3 October 2018, the FCA published a thematic review on money laundering and terrorist financing in the e-money sector
(Thematic Review). This review was conducted to better understand how Electronic Money Institutions (EMIs) assess and
mitigate money laundering-related risks.

Bank of England and Prudential Regulation Authority approach to Brexit
6 NOV 2018
On 25 October 2018, the Bank of England (BoE) and the Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA), preparing for a "no-deal" Brexit
scenario, published a series of consultation papers (Consultation Package) with proposed amendments to the financial services
legislation under the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 (EUWA).

European Commission Publishes 2019 Work Programme
5 NOV 2018
Currently, 45 legislative proposals are pending for adoption before the European Parliament and the Council. The Commission
aims to reach an agreement on these proposals, to the extent possible, before the European Elections in May 2019. The
Commission will also address outstanding challenges and present new initiatives to promote the future of Europe. The Work
Program includes 15 new initiatives and 10 new evaluations as part of the regulatory fitness and performance (REFIT)
programme, in order to review existing legislation and ensure that it remains fit for purpose. The Commission also suggests to
withdraw or repeal 17 pending proposals and existing laws.

How the Regulators will use the Senior Managers and Certification Regimes across the financial services
industry
1 NOV 2018
On 25 October 2018, the Chief Executive Officer of the Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA) Sam Woods delivered an
important speech at the Mansion House City Banquet.

Anti-money laundering bulletin - Autumn 2018
31 OCT 2018
In this issue we provide updates on anti-money laundering and counter-terrorist financing news, both in the UK and internationally,
covering the period from July 2018 to October 2018.

Money Market Funds Regulations 2018 published
26 OCT 2018
An overview of the new regulation and its impact on money market fund managers and sponsor banks.
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UK Government publishes proposed framework on post-Brexit UK-EU partnership in financial services
26 OCT 2018
An overview of the key features of the government’s framework and its purpose.

Europe-wide ban on ‘risky’ binary options
26 OCT 2018
New requirements on Contracts for Difference introduced by ESMA

European parliament adopts resolution on distributed ledger technologies and blockchains
22 OCT 2018
On 3 October 2018, the European Parliament adopted a non-legislative resolution on distributed ledger technology (DLT) and
blockchain. The resolution discusses potential benefits from the application of DLT in various sectors of the economy, including
financial services, and sets out the suggested regulatory approach.

Pay.UK announced as the new name for the UK's retail payments authority
22 OCT 2018
On 18 October 2018, the New Payment System Operator (NPSO), the leading retail payments authority in the UK, was renamed
and rebranded as Pay.UK.

HM Treasury proposal for temporary recognition of EU passporting firms post-Brexit
19 OCT 2018
On 8 October 2018, HM Treasury published a proposal to provide the Bank of England (BoE), the Financial Conduct Authority
(FCA) and the Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA) (together the UK Regulators) with temporary transitional powers in the event
that the UK leaves the EU without an implementation period.

FCA publishes consultation paper on illiquid assets and open-ended funds
18 OCT 2018
On 8 October 2018, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) published Consultation Paper CP18/27 (Consultation Paper) on
open-ended funds and illiquid assets. The Consultation Paper provides feedback to Discussion Paper DP17/1 and builds on the
updated Recommendations on Liquidity Risk Management for Collective Investment Schemes (CISs) of the International
Organisation of Securities Commissions (IOSCO), published in February 2018.

FCA guidance on statements of responsibilities and responsibilities maps under the SM&CR
16 OCT 2018
On 11 October 2018, the FCA published a guidance consultation (GC18/4) on statements of responsibilities (SoR) and
responsibilities maps under the Senior Managers and Certification Regime (SM&CR). The purpose of the guidance was to give
practical assistance and information to solo-regulated firms, who will be required to prepare these documents from 9 December
2019 when the SM&CR extends to all FCA authorised firms.
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ESMA Letter to European Commission on MIFID II and MIFIR third-country regimes
11 OCT 2018
On 1 October 2018, the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) published a letter, dated 26 September 2018, from
Steven Maijoor, ESMA Chair, addressed to Valdis Dombrovskis, Vice President of the European Commission.

HM Treasury adopts draft Markets in Financial Instruments (amendment) (EU exit) Regulations 2018
10 OCT 2018
On 5 October 2018, HM Treasury published a draft statutory instrument on the Markets in Financial Instruments (Amendment)
(EU Exit) Regulations 2018 (Draft Statutory Instrument) as well as an explanatory note. The Draft Statutory Instrument seeks to
ensure that the second Markets in Financial Instruments Directive (MiFID II) and Markets in Financial Instruments.

ECJ ruling on interpretation of payment account under PSD2
8 OCT 2018
On 4 October 2018, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) delivered its judgment in Bundeskammer für Arbeiter und Angestellte v
ING-DiBa Direktbank Austria Niederlassung der ING-DiBa AG (Case C 191/17) (4 October 2018), ruling on the interpretation of
“payment account” under the Payment Services Directive (2007/64/EC) (PSD). Whilst PSD has been repealed and replaced by
the second Payment Services Directive ((EU) 2015/2366) (PSD2)), PSD2 retains the same definition of “payment account”.

ESMA work programme for 2019
2 OCT 2018
On 2 October 2018, the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) published its 2019 Work Programme setting out the
objectives and priorities for 2019

Four former directors of online consumer credit broker banned for life
13 AUG 2018
On 27 July 2018, the PRA published a consultation paper on credit risk and the definition of default (CP17/18) (Consultation
Paper), setting out its proposed approach to implementing the European Banking Authority (EBA)'s regulatory publications relating
to the definition of default in the Capital Requirements Regulation (CRR).

PRA consults on credit risk and CRR definition of default
13 AUG 2018
On 27 July 2018, the PRA published a consultation paper on credit risk and the definition of default (CP17/18) (Consultation
Paper), setting out its proposed approach to implementing the European Banking Authority (EBA)'s regulatory publications relating
to the definition of default in the Capital Requirements Regulation (CRR).

FCA takes next steps towards a Global Financial Innovation Network
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10 AUG 2018
On 7 August 2018, the FCA, collaborating with 11 overseas financial regulators, announced the creation of the Global Financial
Innovation Network (GFIN) and together they published a consultation document about this.

EBA publishes Opinion on strong customer authentication
7 AUG 2018
On 13 June 2018, the European Banking Authority (EBA) published an important Opinion and a Consultation Paper arising from
the far-reaching consequence of the second Payment Services Directive (EU) 2015/2366 (PSD 2).

PRA consults on unfunded credit protection
16 JUL 2018
The Prudential Regulation Authority has published a consultation paper in which it consults on proposals to clarify its expectations
regarding the eligibility of guarantees as unfunded credit protection under the Capital Requirements Regulation.

Events
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Today's challenges for lawyers in the payments sector
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London

Digital Transformation in Financial Services
6 SEP 2018
London

Michael is a frequent speaker and commentator on financial regulation.
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