Protecting Business Assets
Confidential information is often one of the most valuable assets of a business. In

KEY CONTACTS

this challenging economic climate, there has never been a greater need for

Tim Marshall
Partner
London

employers to protect that information.
Confidential information is subject to threats from outside the business such as theft,
hacking or commercial espionage. However, the biggest threat to confidential information
often comes from inside the business. Many employees have access to valuable knowledge
about customer contacts and financial and strategic business intelligence, all of which is an
attractive asset to any competitor.
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There has been significant growth in recent years in the number and type of disputes about misuse of confidential information
and unlawful competition by employees and directors.
Changes within the workplace have given rise to new challenges in protecting confidential information, particularly the growth of
new technology and social media. With employees bringing their own electronic devices to work and social media allowing
employees access to client contact information both inside and outside work, it makes protecting confidential information a
constantly evolving area. Privacy and cross border data protection laws add a further layer of complexity. Litigation has
highlighted the difficulties associated with cross-border protection of confidential information.

CAPABILITES

Our services include:
Confidential information and restrictive covenants audit
Advising on protecting confidential information and restrictive covenants
Patents / intellectual property
Social media
Global mobility
Advising on obtaining evidence
Non-disclosure agreements
Restrictive covenants
Data protection
Enforcement nationally and internationally
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EXPERIENCE
Acted for clients on the strategy in poaching and defending the departure of teams and staff to competitors including advising
on the enforceability of restrictive covenants and confidentiality provisions, the strength of the evidence and the impact of
social media.
Acting for a global healthcare company in a cross border investigation and litigation involving the misuse of highly confidential
information and a staff poaching in multiple jurisdictions.
Acted for financial services clients in defending potentially significant team moves to rivals. Advice has covered advising on
enforceability of restrictive covenants and other contractual provisions and putting together strategies for dealing with the
moves.

NEWS
DLA Piper advises Wipro Limited on the acquisition of International TechneGroup Incorporated
10 July 2019
DLA Piper has advised Wipro Limited on its acquisition of International TechneGroup Incorporated (ITI), a global digital engineering
and manufacturing solutions company.

DLA Piper advises KRAHN on acquisition of eMBe Products & Service
26 June 2019
DLA Piper has advised chemical distributor KRAHN Chemie GmbH on its acquisition of eMBe Products & Service GmbH, one of
the leading additive manufacturers for the ceramics and powder metal industry in Europe.

DLA Piper advises Rolls-Royce on acquisition of Siemens' eAircraft business
21 June 2019
DLA Piper has advised Rolls-Royce plc on the acquisition of Siemens' electric and hybrid-electric aerospace propulsion
activities, eAircraft. The acquisition will accelerate the delivery of Rolls-Royce's electrification strategy and boost its ambition to
play a major role in the "third era" of aviation. The completion of the transaction is expected in late 2019, following a period of
employee consultation.

New report finds retail sector leadership diversity deficit will affect future competitiveness
5 JUN 2019
DLA Piper and executive recruitment and diversity consultancy Green Park today launch The Retail Leadership 700 report, which
reveals for the first time the extent of the lack of diversity within the leadership teams of the top US, UK and European retailers.

DLA Piper announces partnership promotions for 2019
1 APR 2019
DLA Piper is proud to announce that 77 lawyers have been promoted to its partnership. The promotions are effective as of April
1, 2019 in the United States and May 1, 2019 for EMEA and Asia Pacific. The promotions were made across many of the firm's
practice areas in 43 different offices throughout 20 countries.
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DLA Piper expands new Dublin office with four-partner hire
9 JAN 2019
DLA Piper today announces the appointment of four new partners from highly-regarded Irish firms to its newly opened Dublin
office into four key practice areas of Finance and Projects (F&P), Corporate, Intellectual Property and Technology (IPT) and
Employment. These hires follow the appointment of Corporate partner David Carthy as Ireland Country Managing Partner in May
2018.

DLA Piper advises Stillfront Group on acquisition of German game developer Playa Games GmbH
14 DEC 2018
DLA Piper has advised the Swedish company, Stillfront Group AB, on its acquisition of Hamburg-based Playa Games GmbH.

DLA Piper advises Columbia Capital, LLC in its US$21 million equity investment in Resilience360
13 NOV 2018
DLA Piper represented Columbia Capital, LLC in its US$21 million equity investment in Resilience360 GMBH.

DLA Piper named Employment Law Firm of the year
26 OCT 2018
DLA Piper has been named Employment Law Firm of the Year, at this year's JUVE Awards, held in the Alte Oper, Frankfurt am
Main.

DLA Piper advises DASAN Zhone Solutions on intended acquisition of KEYMILE
24 OCT 2018
DLA Piper has advised NASDAQ-listed DASAN Zhone Solutions (DZS), a global leader in fiber access transformation for
enterprise and service provider networks, on its intended acquisition of KEYMILE, a leading solution provider and manufacturer
of telecommunication systems for broadband access.

DLA Piper appoints two directors in South Africa
12 SEP 2018
DLA Piper has strengthened its office in Johannesburg, South Africa with the appointment of two directors. Hendré Human joins
the Corporate team from Webber Wentzel in Johannesburg, where he was a partner. Monique Jefferson joins the Employment
team from Bowmans in Johannesburg, where she was a senior associate.

DLA Piper advises Verivox on the acquisition of digital insurance manager app from Getsafe
12 SEP 2018

DLA Piper is a global law firm operating through various separate and distinct legal entities. Further details of these entities can be found at www.dlapiper.com. This may qualify as

DLA Piper has advised Verivox on the takeover of a brokerage business and the insurance manager app solution from Getsafe.
The app enables customers to manage existing insurance contracts digitally, receive advice online and acquire new insurance
policies.

DLA Piper advises Nemetschek on acquisition of MCS Solutions
31 AUG 2018
DLA Piper has advised the software supplier Nemetschek SE on the acquisition of the real estate and facilities technology firm
MCS Solutions in Belgium, Sweden, India and the USA. The acquisition sees Nemetschek SE gain access to the rapidly growing
market in building management.

DLA Piper named International Law Firm of the Year in Ukraine for fifth year running at The Legal Awards 2018
24 MAY 2018
DLA Piper has been named International Law Firm of the Year in Ukraine at the 2018 Legal Awards, held by Yuridicheskaya
Practika Publishing House. This is the fifth time the office has won the award.

DLA Piper announces partnership promotions for 2018
3 APR 2018
DLA Piper is proud to announce that 62 lawyers have been promoted to its partnership. The promotions are effective as of 1
April 2018 in the United States and 1 May 2018 for EMEA and Asia Pacific. The promotions were made across many of the firm's
practice areas in 42 different offices throughout 20 countries.

Businesses still not fully aware of Data Protection issues
31 JAN 2018
DLA Piper has released its second Data Privacy Snapshot report, finding that once again, company global privacy programs
have gaps in meeting increasingly demanding global privacy principles. Significantly, it appears that many companies are falling
short of data protection obligations under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), which will start to apply from 25 May
2018.

DLA Piper advises the founding shareholders of Deekeling Arndt Advisors on sale to Havas Group
25 JAN 2018
DLA Piper has advised the founding shareholders of Deekeling Arndt Advisors in Communications GmbH (DAA) on the sale of
the majority of their shares to Havas Group. The founders Egbert Deekeling and Olaf Arndt who prior to the transaction held the
majority of shares and also lent their names to DAA, will remain in charge over the long term and continue to head over the
company’s operative business as shareholders and managing directors. The company name will also remain unaffected.
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DLA Piper advises Active Ownership Capital on the acquisition of brake system manufacturer PINTSCH
BUBENZER
25 JAN 2018
DLA Piper has advised the Luxembourg-based investment company Active Ownership Capital on the acquisition of PINTSCH
BUBENZER, a leading provider of industrial brakes and subsidiary of Schaltbau Holding AG.

DLA Piper advises Bernhard Schulte Group on the acquisition of Pronav
12 JAN 2018
DLA Piper has advised the Bernhard Schulte Group on its acquisition of 100 per cent of the shares in the LNG ship manager
Pronav. The transaction is still subject to approval by the German Federal Cartel Office (Bundeskartellamt) and is expected to be
completed in February.

Six months until GDPR: companies still reporting low levels of preparedness
15 Nov 2017
For the over 200 organisations responding to DLA Piper's Data Privacy Scorebox online survey tool since the start of the year,
the average alignment score with all key international data privacy principles was 31.5%, as against an 38.3% average score for
respondents in the 2016 calendar year.

DLA Piper launches new platform for Guide to Going Global series
20 SEP 2017
DLA Piper has launched a new platform featuring its Guide to Going Global series, an online resource designed to help companies
operating and growing their international businesses.

DLA Piper advises ATESTEO on the acquisition of straesser Group
15 SEP 2017

DLA Piper advises Perusa on the acquisition of Xindao Group under the holding company Huwest Holding B.V.
13 SEP 2017
DLA Piper has advised the funds Perusa Partners Fund 2, L.P. and Perusa Partners Founder 2a, L.P., managed by Perusa, on
the acquisition of the majority of shares in Huwest Holding B.V. from its founding shareholders. The parties have agreed not to
disclose the purchase price.
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