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Personal planning services include traditional estate planning and estate and trust
RELATED SERVICES
administration, all related aspects of estate, gift and income tax, and trust construction and
Tax
related litigation. This area emphasizes wealth enhancement and transfer for individuals and
business succession planning for closely held businesses. Representing our clients often
involves coordinating corporate activities and ownership with estate and financial planning for
management and principal stockholders. We use our business acumen, legal experience and problem-solving abilities to design a
plan that meets your objectives. Our approach to estate planning includes a thorough review of your lifetime and testamentary
planning needs. Typically, a client will need comprehensive, goal-oriented analysis, as well as traditional estate planning and
income-shifting vehicles. Where appropriate, we recommend and execute the most sophisticated techniques to reduce transfer and
income taxes. GRATs, CRUTs and QPRTs are used by estate planners every day, but applying the appropriate technique to the
right client situation is a function of experience and judgment that we have developed over many years. In addition to representing
clients on an individual basis, we are involved in the delivery of planning services at senior- and middle-management levels for
many of DLA Piper's publicly owned corporate clients. This service has become an important part of our practice and offers
employers the opportunity to assist employees in personal planning. A group's common financial background allows prompt,
cost-effective planning not only for more highly compensated employees but also for valuable younger employees whose planning
needs are often as acute. Our practice is proactive. We recognize that you cannot be expected to know the most current estateplanning techniques and we do not hesitate to present you with ideas that may be helpful to further your goals.

Estate and trust administration
Estate administration is a principal part of our practice. We regularly provide the full range of legal administrative services to
individual and corporate fiduciaries. Our philosophy is that assets of an estate belong to the beneficiaries and the job of the
fiduciary is to comply with all legal requirements and distribute the assets as promptly as possible. We do everything possible to
facilitate trust and estate settlements, assisted by highly trained legal assistants who meet clients' needs economically and
efficiently. In addition to estate administration, we regularly administer trusts for our clients, offering a full range of tax preparation,
asset custody, and accounting services for individuals acting as fiduciaries. Partners of DLA Piper also will act as personal
representatives (executors) and trustees. These partners offer years of experience and objectivity to families in meeting their
fiduciary needs. We have strong relationships with a number of local and regional banking and investment advisory firms.
Members of our group have litigated a broad range of tax issues and cases involving trust, will or other document construction.

Issues arising from the repeal and reinstatement of estate tax
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In 2009 Congress did not pass legislation extending rules regarding estate tax, generation-skipping transfer tax (GSTT) and gift tax.
Thus, for 2010, both the estate tax and GSTT are repealed. However, in 2011, both estate tax and GSTT return, with lower
exemption amounts and higher tax rates than those in effect in 2009. Furthermore, while the estate tax and GSTT tax are repealed
for 2010, the gift tax remains in place. Estate plans containing formula language, in this period of change, also may be of concern.
In this shifting landscape, we assist clients who are considering a review of their estate plan.

EXPERIENCE
Our lawyers have acted as court-appointed guardians ad litem for a series of trusts where the trustees and beneficiaries wanted
to form a $500-600 million joint investment fund. Because of our legal and business experience, the parties and the court
requested that we be more involved in the undertaking than would normally be required of a guardian ad litem. Accordingly, we
advised all the parties and the court in establishing the fund pursuant to the provisions of the trust documents, advised the
trustees and investment advisors of their rights and obligations with respect to the operation of the fund, shepherded the entire
process through the courts and identified and consulted with financial advisors and other financial professionals on establishing
and operating the fund.
We have represented trustees of trusts serving as general partners of operating entities conducting major real estate
development on a national scale, requiring counsel and advice on day-to-day business operations as well as on issues related
specifically to the administration of the trusts.
We have represented trustees and beneficiaries to negotiate family settlement agreements that would otherwise have become
contested matters. In one case, we represented a corporate trustee when a decedent's spouse from a second marriage
threatened suit. This surviving spouse wanted her claim against the trust satisfied, although the primary trust asset was a
closely held business partially owned and totally operated by the children of the first marriage and the decedent's brother. We
worked closely with counsel for the spouse and separate counsel for the children to retain the business and achieve a
settlement among the various parties, thereby avoiding litigation which would have been severely detrimental to the business.
Our lawyers have represented clients in succession planning for closely held corporations, which not only requires legal and
business experience but also skill in dealing with family and personal issues. As an example, we represented a business in the
transfer of equity ownership and control to the sole owner's children in an equitable manner, despite a complicated family
situation involving several children who were involved in the business, spouses of other children who were involved in the
business, and other children who were not involved in the business. We helped the clients establish dynasty trusts to hold
voting stock for the children involved in the business and to provide non-voting stock and other assets for the children who were
not involved in the business, with parity for a child's spouse who was involved in the business. This highly negotiated
transaction resulted in a comfortable working arrangement for the entire family because all felt that they had been treated fairly.
We have assisted owners of family businesses to structure tax-efficient transfers of wealth to younger generations. In one
matter, the group assisted in the transfer of substantial blocs of stock in a family business into grantor-retained income trusts
(GRITs). We subsequently represented the family business owners in the sale of the business for $100 million resulting in
enhanced tax benefits to the business and its owners due to the prior estate planning. Although the use of GRITs has since been
limited by changes in the tax laws, our clients now benefit from other techniques that accomplish transfers of wealth to younger
generations with similar tax savings, such as grantor-retained annuity trusts (GRATs) and family partnerships.
We represented a family in a claim against a lawyer who had allegedly been negligent in administering the estate of the family
patriarch. After extensive discovery and preparation of expert opinions, the family obtained a settlement for the limits of the
lawyer's professional liability coverage. We then developed a plan to make transfers to new trusts which salvaged the overall
plan of the patriarch and, over the life of the trusts, will save in excess of $40 million of generation-skipping transfer taxes.
Through the use of sales to grantor trusts, we effectively transferred 70 percent of the value of a closely held business worth
between $50 million and $200 million to trusts for younger generations, resulting in family estate and gift tax savings of over
$50 million.
Through the use of GRATs, we assisted a family in transferring the majority of a closely-held family owned business from the
second generation to the third generation, saving in excess of $10 million in transfer taxes.
We have helped create (and continue to administer) numerous private foundations as well as many supporting organizations for
clients with charitable inclinations.
Our lawyers have assisted clients with Internal Revenue Service audits focusing on the issue of farm losses. In all of these
matters, our clients have achieved a positive result, with no additional income tax due. We have also represented many families
with estate tax audits and have a strong working relationship with IRS agents.

DLA Piper is a global law firm operating through various separate and distinct legal entities. Further details of these entities can be found at www.dlapiper.com. This may qualify as

We assisted with a restructuring of family trusts so that the family lines without grandchildren received early distributions that
were not subject to the generation-skipping transfer tax, while the family lines with grandchildren received the assets that were
exempt from the generation-skipping transfer tax. The tax savings associated with this transfer exceeded $10 million.
We have represented a number of families to reform trusts to permit use of a "total return" approach, where appropriate under
state law, which has permitted trustees to make annual distributions equal to a fixed percentage of the value of the trust, rather
than traditional trust accounting income. This has enabled the trusts to avoid selling highly appreciated equities in order to invest
in fixed-income securities.

INSIGHTS

Publications
Gift opportunities before year-end
9 September 2020
Opportunities to consider ahead of potential changes to the gift and estate tax laws.

Uruguay as a tax residence for individuals
29 October 2019
Recently, many individuals from the MERCOSUR countries have expressed renewed interest in having Uruguay as their tax
residence.

Events
Previous
Round table on transactions, taxes and trust and estate planning
19 November 2020 | 12:30 EST
Webinar

NEWS
Eileen O'Pray joins DLA Piper's Tax practice in Northern California
28 September 2020
DLA Piper announced today that Eileen O’Pray has joined the firm’s Tax practice as a partner in Northern California.

DLA Piper advises P3 Logistic Parks on the rental of commercial space to Makita Werkzeug GmbH
27 August 2020
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DLA Piper has advised P3 Logistic Parks GmbH on the rental of commercial space to Makita Werkzeug GmbH.

DLA Piper advises Syngenta on the acquisition of South African Sensako Group
17 August 2020
DLA Piper has advised Swiss-based Syngenta Group on its acquisition of Sensako Group, a South African seeds company
engaged in the breeding and the commercialization of agronomic crops.

DLA Piper lawyers and practices ranked in latest Chambers edition
8 May 2020
DLA Piper today announced that the firm received 172 lawyer rankings and 71 practice rankings in Chambers USA's 2020 guide.

DLA Piper announces partnership promotions for 2020
30 April 2020
DLA Piper is proud to announce that 67 lawyers have been promoted to its partnership. The promotions are effective as of April 1,
2020 in the United States and May 1, 2020 for EMEA and Asia Pacific. The promotions have been made across many of the firm's
practice areas in 35 different offices throughout 13 countries.
Across the firm's practices globally, Corporate saw the largest intake of new partners with 19 promotions, followed by Litigation and
Regulatory with 15. Intellectual Property and Technology and Finance and Projects had ten and eight promotions respectively, while
there were six in Real Estate. Tax and Employment both had four, and there was one in Restructuring.

Andrew Katzenberg selected as a Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel
31 March 2020
DLA Piper is pleased to announce that Andrew Katzenberg has been selected as a Fellow of the American College of Trust and
Estate Counsel (ACTEC).

Marianne Schmitt Hellauer named to the Daily Record's 2020 Top 100 Women list
11 March 2020
Marianne Schmitt Hellauer was named to the Daily Record's 2020 list of Top 100 Women.

DLA Piper lawyers named Acritas Stars
10 March 2020
Acritas has named over 200 DLA Piper lawyers as 2020 Acritas Stars. Now in its fourth year, Acritas Stars highlights the stand-out
lawyers in private practice as nominated by clients around the world. More than 3,000 senior in-house counsel feed into the
nomination process to give a comprehensive view of highly recommended lawyers across the globe.
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DLA Piper advises Hahn Group on sale of Campus Center Lübeck
18 December 2019
DLA Piper has advised Hahn Group on the sale of Campus Center Lübeck to real estate investment manager Nuveen Real Estate,
which acquired the property for its German core retail platform.

Afshin Beyzaee named to Variety's Dealmakers Impact Report
4 December 2019
DLA Piper is pleased to announce Los Angeles-based partner Afshin Beyzaee has been selected for the 12th annual Variety
Dealmaker Impact Report.

DLA Piper partner Diana Erbsen named chair of IRS Advisory Council
2 December 2019
DLA Piper is pleased to announce that the Internal Revenue Service has appointed Diana Erbsen chair of the Internal Revenue
Service Advisory Council (IRSAC).

DLA Piper launches Global Digital Services VAT Guide
29 November 2019
DLA Piper has launched the fourth edition of its Global VAT Guide on Digital Services, covering cross-border supplies of digital
content, intangible services and, more generally, the various forms of e-commerce.

DLA Piper advises on the USD225 million investment in Russia’s retailer Familia by TJ Maxx owner
25 November 2019
DLA Piper has acted as lead tax advisor to several shareholders of Familia, Russia’s leading off-price apparel and home fashions
retailer, on the USD225 million sale of a 25% minority ownership stake to The TJX Companies, Inc.

DLA Piper announces launch of LIBOR Transition practice
23 September 2019
DLA Piper announced today the launch of its LIBOR Transition practice, which will focus on assisting companies with impact
assessment and advising on benchmark reform implementation across multiple jurisdictions and products.

DLA Piper adviseert The Carlyle Group bij investering in HSO Group
6 September 2019
DLA Piper heeft The Carlyle Group geadviseerd bij de investering in HSO Group. Het eigen vermogen voor de investering kwam
van Carlyle European Technology Partners III Fund (CETP), een fonds van EUR635 miljoen dat investeert in technologiegerichte
bedrijven in Europa en de VS.
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DLA Piper advises The Carlyle Group on its investment in HSO Group
6 September 2019
DLA Piper has advised The Carlyle Group on its investment in HSO Group. Equity for the investment is provided by Carlyle
European Technology Partners III Fund (CETP), a EUR635 million fund that invests in technology-focused companies in Europe
and the US.

DLA Piper announces launch of Artificial Intelligence practice
14 MAY 2019
DLA Piper announced today the launch of its Artificial Intelligence practice, which will focus on assisting companies as they
navigate the legal landscape of emerging and disruptive technologies, while helping them understand the legal and compliance risks
arising from the creation and deployment of AI systems.

DLA Piper advises BrewDog on acquisition of iconic Berlin brewery
6 MAY 2019
DLA Piper has advised BrewDog, a multinational craft brewery and pub chain based in Scotland, on the acquisition of World Bistro
& Gardens in Berlin from Stone Brewing, one of the largest craft breweries in the US.

DLA Piper lawyers and practices ranked in latest Chambers edition
30 APR 2019
DLA Piper today announced that 158 of the firm's lawyers and 64 of its practices were ranked in Chambers USA's 2019 guide.

DLA Piper lawyers and practices ranked in latest Chambers edition
30 APR 2019
DLA Piper today announced that 158 of the firm's lawyers and 64 of its practices were ranked in Chambers USA's 2019 guide.

DLA Piper announces partnership promotions for 2019
1 APR 2019
DLA Piper is proud to announce that 77 lawyers have been promoted to its partnership. The promotions are effective as of April 1,
2019 in the United States and May 1, 2019 for EMEA and Asia Pacific. The promotions were made across many of the firm's
practice areas in 43 different offices throughout 20 countries.

DLA Piper UK report shows non-resident real estate investors are bullish on British capital gains tax changes
19 MAR 2019
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Non-resident real estate investors in the United Kingdom remain bullish despite impending capital gains tax (CGT) changes coming
into force next month and uncertainty around Brexit.

Non-resident real estate investors bullish on Capital Gains Tax changes
19 MAR 2019
Non-resident real estate investors are holding their nerve on UK investment strategies despite impending capital gains tax (CGT)
changes coming into force next month and uncertainty around Brexit. According to a DLA Piper report, more than half (58 percent)
of those polled expect the new tax code will have no impact on their investment strategy.

Kevin Glenn joins DLA Piper's Tax practice in New York
6 MAR 2019
DLA Piper announced today that Kevin Glenn has joined the firm's Tax practice as a partner in New York.

DLA Piper announces launch of Blockchain and Digital Assets practice
26 FEB 2019
DLA Piper announced today the launch of its Blockchain and Digital Assets practice, which will offer strategic advice on a global
basis to address the needs of companies implementing blockchain technology solutions and creating and deploying digital assets.

DLA Piper enhances cross-border tax capability with new partner hire in Dublin
26 FEB 2019
DLA Piper today announces the appointment of Maura Dineen as a Tax partner in the firm's newly opened Dublin office. This is the
fifth partner hire for DLA Piper in Dublin in a month, following the announcements in January of Conor Houlihan (Finance &
Projects), Éanna Mellett (Corporate), Mark Rasdale (Intellectual Property & Technology) and Ciara McLoughlin (Employment).

Joseph Myszka joins DLA Piper's Tax practice in Silicon Valley
28 JAN 2019
DLA Piper announced today that Joseph Myszka has joined the firm's Tax practice as a partner in Silicon Valley.

Daniel Robyn joins DLA Piper’s Tax practice in Los Angeles
22 JAN 2019
DLA Piper announced today that Daniel Robyn has joined the firm's Tax practice as a partner based in both Los Angeles and
Northern California offices.

Barbara Mace joins DLA Piper as principal economist in New York
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16 JAN 2019
DLA Piper is pleased to announce that Barbara Mace has joined the firm as a principal economist based out of the New York office.
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