Government Contracting
Our clients who provide products and services to governments must contend
with ever-changing procurement rules and regulations. Many opportunities are
open to them but they are accompanied by legal consequences for everyone
involved.
The global financial crisis has placed intense pressure on governments to tackle major budget
deficits and debt burdens. As a result, competition for contracts is fierce, bid costs are high and
the financial terms imposed on contractors are demanding. International procurement regimes
bring their own challenges for non-compliance for both contractors and government customers.
To help our clients meet these challenges, our government contracting practice has grown to
become one of the largest of its kind in the world. Unlike many others, we act for both
governments and global contractors on their contracting and procurement requirements.
We provide tailored advice and legal services on virtually every aspect of government contracting
and public procurement, from bid strategy through to potential challenge. These services include:
preparation of strategic alliance agreements and teaming arrangements; bid protests and
challenges; and contract administration and claims. Our lawyers also litigate contract disputes and
claims involving contractors.
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IT procurement: The UK government turned to us for advice on the world’s largest civil
Droit immobilier
information technology procurement
Restructuration
IP: When two federal contractors went to court in a dispute between them, we were called by
Fiscalité
the defense to testify as an expert witness on its intellectual property. The US jury found in
favor of the defense on all nine counts, including all government contract IP issues.
Data protection: We advised a global aviation company on the data security and protection
survey of data protection requirements in public contracts covering 40 countries
Technology
PPP: We advised a global defense company on a public-private partnership with the UK’s
Energy and Natural
Ministry of Defense to modernize their search and rescue helicopter program
Resources
Procurement: A Canadian pharmaceuticals company needed help dealing with various aspects
of European Union procurement law. We helped it prepare and submit a vaccines tender to the
UK Purchasing and Supply Authority.
Defense: We advised the Australian Defense Force on the US$3 billion Amphibious Ships Project
FCPA: Our lawyers represented a global defense contractor facing an FCPA subpoena concerning allegations of improper payments
in Africa over six years. The US government dropped all charges.
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