Life Sciences
As the legal matters confronting our life science clients are varied, so are the skill
sets we employ. DLA Piper's life sciences team comprises lawyers with legal,
scientific and medical knowledge who understand the complexity of the business
and regulatory environments in which our clients operate.
The challenges facing today’s biotechnology and medical device companies are greater than ever. For
companies to take promising therapies from the laboratory to the market, they must protect those
therapies from IP, regulatory and reputational risks. Furthermore, the last few years have seen
increasing pressure from many sides: demand for greater shareholder return, loss of key revenue
streams due to patent expiration or generic challenges, fierce competition in key therapeutic areas,
pricing pressures from health care payors, increased government regulation beyond core safety
issues, rising costs of R&D, challenges in maximizing return in emerging markets and aggressive
government enforcement action.
Our life sciences sector team is one of the largest and most active of any law firm. Operating as one
team across more than 30 jurisdictions, we combine subject matter experience with considerable
knowledge of the sector, including the scientific, medical, regulatory, commercial and enforcement
environments facing our biopharmaceutical, medical device, research and diagnostics clients.
DLA Piper's team includes award-winning lawyers practicing litigation, compliance and investigations,
IP strategy and enforcement, M&A, licensing and distribution and clinical trial advice. They also
support clients across all other areas needed to address risk, including government affairs,
environmental law, import/export, tax, real estate and employment law. Many of our lawyers are former
sector professionals, many have PhDs or other advanced degrees in the life sciences field and others
are former government officials or prosecutors.
Recognizing that our clients’ needs vary, we rapidly organize and customize our client service teams,
whether for a large pharmaceutical company, a mid-sized medical device client or a
development-stage biotech company. These teams are supported by international and local
practitioners to efficiently meet the demands of the matter.
Our cutting-edge staffing, budgeting and billing systems, created specifically to assist our global life
science clients, ensure that our teams deliver value in addition to great results.
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Our life sciences team helps clients solve their biggest challenges every day. Examples of our
experience include:
Conducting a sensitive investigation in China
Negotiating a complex multi-country distribution deal in Latin America
Acting as National Counsel on a mass tort in the US

DLA Piper is a global law firm operating through various separate and distinct legal entities. Further details of these entities can be found at www.dlapiper.com. This may
qualify as “Attorney Advertising” requiring notice in some jurisdictions. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Copyright © 2021 DLA Piper. All rights reserved.

Helping sell or acquire a major business asset
Advising on implementation of transparency laws or the impact of other new legislation
Devising a risk mitigation plan for a key product
Negotiating a large vaccine contract with a global NGO
Counselling on a multi-jurisdictional clinical trial
Advising on the downsizing of employees in Europe
Supporting global business conduct and compliance functions
Outsourcing critical R&D or IT functions
Devising an IP strategy for a promising new therapy
Negotiating a worldwide licensing and collaboration deal
Protecting a blockbuster drug in patent litigation

Sustainability and ESG
Sustainability and resilience are core business issues in the life sciences sector, given the sector's central role in addressing systemic global
challenges including pandemics, access to medicine, and fundamental human rights. Although the specific factors from a sustainability,
environmental, social and governance (SESG) perspective in the life science industry differ from those of other industries, creating new and
sustainable value in the life science space will depend upon how companies address relevant SESG risks. Boards must actively identify
such SESG risks and ensure that they are efficiently mitigated in order for their companies to avoid pitfalls and ensure compliance with
evolving regulation around the globe – and also to maintain their competitive position and profitability.
On the basis of our experience in the sector, we believe the following sustainability-related themes to be the core SESG issues that will
continue to affect life science businesses:
Access and affordability: Addressing unmet healthcare needs, increasing access to affordable essential medicines and strengthening
health systems around the world are all fundamental to social and economic progress. The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) has
further highlighted the importance of the life sciences sector in addressing these challenges. Against this background, international life
science business will need to engage in discussions about and develop strategies addressing these issues across the world, particularly
with regard to improving the situation in lesser developed countries.
Supply chain compliance: Many governments and regulators around the world are implementing tighter rules on supply chain
compliance. To retain their license to operate, life sciences companies must adhere to an evolving set of global laws and regulations.
Furthermore, transparency requirements, as well as responsibility and liability for global suppliers are increasing. This ongoing regulatory
shift, and the increased likelihood of litigation which goes with it, will have a significant impact on the global life sciences industry. This is
because supply chains are often particularly lengthy and complex and influenced by many different internal and external factors that are
hard to monitor and control.
Product safety and quality: Fake or substandard medicines lead to hundreds of thousands of deaths each year. Drug safety, along with
protecting health consumers from counterfeit medicines and drug diversion, are integral to ensuring public health and maintaining trust
and confidence in the life sciences sector. Consequently, life science companies will need to put increasing focus on ensuring product
safety as well as maintaining secure distribution channels to patients.
Business ethics: There is increasing stakeholder attention, including from regulators and policymakers and also from providers of
capital, on transparency and ethics in business dealings with healthcare providers and medical practitioners for the sale and use of
products, as well as in relation to lobbying and advocacy activities. The way in which businesses respond to these expectations can have
a direct impact upon their reputation, their cost of capital and ultimately upon their license to operate.
Transparency and access in clinical trials: Stakeholders increasingly expect transparency in clinical trials and wider access to trial
data for scientific exchange and research. There is a bright spotlight on participant safety and privacy. Businesses are demanding more
effective information sharing to enable informed decision-making and consent, along with post-trial access to results. Technology and
collaborative partnerships with patient and health worker groups enable wider representative demographic populations to participate in
clinical trials.
Sustainable sourcing, product lifecycles and a circular economy: Markets demand greater visibility across product lifecycles,
businesses make commitments to net-zero decarbonisation and business model innovation is driven by circular economy concepts.
Underpinned by an increasingly complex transnational regulatory landscape, these developments are changing the way raw materials
are sourced; how products are designed, manufactured, packaged, sold, reused or recycled; how waste and hazardous material is
treated; and how wider environmental and social impacts relating to issues like emissions, plastics, water use, biodiversity loss, labour
conditions and community impacts are managed.
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Net-zero decarbonisation and optimisation of processes: In striving to decarbonise the economy, businesses are implementing
commitments to Science Based Targets, increasing energy efficiency and reducing carbon output, decreasing dependency on fossil fuels
and increasing the use of renewables. The implementation of these initiatives is creating operational efficiencies, optimising the drug
manufacturing, packaging and distribution process and reducing costs across the sector.

To discuss the implications of these issues for your business, please contact our ESG leaders.
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