Merger Control
With antitrust and competition lawyers across key jurisdictions, DLA Piper is well
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placed to assist clients with all aspects of merger control. We are accustomed to
navigating the complexities of different merger control regimes and coordinating
our efforts across the globe to ensure a timely and consistent approach.
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We assist clients by:
carrying out global multi-jurisdictional assessments to determine where merger filings may be required and evaluate their implications
on deal certainty, timing and outcome
advising on the structure of transactions, particularly in the context of joint ventures, and their impact on the number and scope of
required merger filings
advising on the drafting of deal documentation to optimize our client's position in relation to antitrust risk
evaluating the likelihood of merger control clearance and/or possible remedies that might be imposed
coordinating the preparation of all required merger filings to ensure consistency of approach on key issues, and to maximize
timeliness and efficiency in getting through the regulatory process
managing responses to regulators' in-depth investigations (such as Second Requests or Phase II investigations), including, where
appropriate, by negotiating the terms of the regulators' requests and using the most advanced technological tools and flexible human
resources approaches to assist clients in the collection, review and production of data and documentary materials − all with the goal
of maximizing the efficiency and timeliness of the regulatory process
drafting presentations, position papers and other advocacy materials, preparing our clients for appearances before the regulators,
and working with outside expert consultants – such as economic experts – to drive toward the most positive outcomes
negotiating appropriate remedies in a timely fashion at the most opportune moments in the investigation and
when it becomes necessary to turn to the courts, litigating the merits of an antitrust challenge.
DLA Piper's global footprint brings significant value to those involved in the merger clearance process. We possess a wealth of
experience with regulatory regimes across the globe as well as local relationships with the national regulators. Moreover, each country
team can draw on the support of all of our international merger control professionals across borders. This allows us to incorporate the
best arguments from anywhere in our global platform into each local effort in support of a merger.
We also regularly act for clients who may not be parties to a transaction but who may be concerned about a transaction's impact in their
industry (for example, because they are suppliers or customers of the merging parties); or who may wish to advocate for a particular
approach to market definition and related issues in their industry; or who may want to purchase businesses being divested by other
merging parties.
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Publications
European Commission Pushes Boundaries of EU Merger Control
19 April 2021
The European Commission pushes boundaries of EU Merger Control policy to accept and review certain transactions that do not meet
any merger control thresholds. The policy shift will require parties engaged in M&A with a European footprint to modify their approach to
deal documentation and structuring.

Procurement law reform - Let’s start a discussion
16 July 2020
This is the second bitesize feedback note following on from DLA Piper’s Panel Discussion Webinar held on 1 July 2020. This second
paper now looks at the views expressed by the Panel on the vexed question of limitation periods for challenges and their impact on the
conduct of procurements pre and post evaluation.

Coronavirus: Competition and regulatory measures in Ireland
25 March 2020

ANTITRUST AND COMPETITION: NOVEL ISSUES IN A POST-CORONAVIRUS WORLD
An unprecedented challenge calls for unprecedented measures. The competition and regulatory world has reacted rapidly to the
challenge of COVID-19 with bold legal solutions. We discuss how EU and Irish regulators are responding with support for business,
exploring the relaxation of competition laws and adopting temporary measures for merger review.

NEWS
Dla piper has advised the Sodexo group on its entry into exclusive negotiations to combine its early childhood
services with those of the Grandir group
17 August 2021
DLA Piper has advised Sodexo Group, the world leader in Quality of Life services, on its entry into exclusive negotiations with the
nursery and pre-school group Grandir in order to combine their daycare activities.
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