Planning and Land Use
Obtaining consent for your project can be a minefield of political pressure and legal risk. Our focus is always on
helping our clients to successfully negotiate that minefield efficiently and effectively.
Preparation is essential to achieving this and making sure that your application is robust before it is submitted is critical. Getting the
application right maximizes the possibility of securing consent quickly, and minimizes the risk of a successful legal challenge.
That is why we work closely with your internal and external teams from the outset of a project to ensure that the application and
supporting documentation is able to withstand the scrutiny of decision-makers, objectors and the courts. This upfront investment of our
time leads to quicker determinations and fewer legal challenges.
Our dedicated team of planning solicitors and barristers act for clients seeking:
Planning permission
Development consent orders
Compulsory purchase orders
Transport and works act orders.
We act for both the private and public sectors, including developers, infrastructure providers, government departments and local
authorities. Our clients trust us to lead their most politically sensitive and legally contentious projects.
Optimum results are more likely with local knowledge and, to that end, we have a network of eight offices located in the UK's main
commercial centres. This extensive coverage enables us to draw upon local experience and long-standing contacts with local
stakeholders and decision-makers. Our international offices have the greatest global range and scope of any law firm, which enables us
to draw on experience outside the UK as well.

CAPABILITES
Development and regeneration
Energy and infrastructure
Compulsory purchase and compensation
Litigation

Development and regeneration
Getting an application right from the outset is critical to securing legally robust planning permission quickly and effectively. Our
involvement therefore begins at the drafting stage; undertaking legal audits and reviews of key documentation, including environmental
statements, appropriate assessments, planning statements and design and access statements. While the aim is to secure permission
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from the local planning authority, we ensure that your application is appeal - ready from the outset. Not only does this maximize the
prospects of securing permission in the first place, but it also gives you the comfort of knowing that your proposals are capable of
withstanding appeal scrutiny if necessary.
Once the application is submitted we work with your planning consultants to successfully navigate the decision-making process. We also
draft and negotiate any planning obligations and infrastructure agreements that may be required.
While our focus is always on avoiding an appeal, we are experienced in appeals and our team of solicitors and barristers is able to
advise on all aspects of the process. We regularly provide advocacy services, but we are equally comfortable working with outside
counsel if that is our client's preference.

Energy and infrastructure
Our energy and infrastructure clients rely on us to advise them on the most effective, efficient, and sometimes novel, means of securing
consent. We can assist in evaluating the merits and applicability of the different regimes, negotiating side agreements and analysing the
political and policy spectrum within which the project must be delivered.
Having identified the best regime for the project, we work with our clients to deliver a robust application that will secure consent quickly
and efficiently. This involves us working closely with your design team to ensure that the justification for the project is sound and that the
environmental assessments and other supporting material are legally robust.
Once an application has been made, we work closely with our clients and their teams to ensure that the process is as efficient and
effective as possible. Where hearings are involved, we have solicitors and barristers within our team who can appear but we are equally
happy working with outside counsel if that is our client's preference.

Compulsory purchase and compensation
We have promoted some of the largest and most complicated compulsory purchase orders in the UK; acting on behalf of acquiring
authorities as well as the developers and funders who often sit behind them.
Our experienced team offers a cradle-to-grave service, advising on the case for and making of the order, negotiating with landowners
and objectors, securing confirmation of the order and implementing it. We also advise on compensation claims and have significant
experience of Tribunal proceedings, blight notices, advance payments and other key areas of dispute.

Litigation
We are pleased to say that very few consents that we have advised on are challenged in the courts and none have ever been
successfully challenged; nonetheless, we are experienced in handling planning litigation. Our experienced team of solicitors and
barristers have experience of all UK courts; from the Scottish Court of Sessions and the High Court of England and Wales through to the
UK Supreme Court, where we have been involved with some of the leading planning related cases of recent years.
We have worked with many leading planning QCs to ensure that our client's objectives are achieved, whether that is defending a
consent or challenging a decision that is adverse to their interests.

EXPERIENCE
Development and regeneration
Energy and infrastructure
Compulsory purchase and compensation
Litigation

Development and regeneration
Advising Treasury Holdings UK on obtaining planning permission and listed building consent for its mixed use redevelopment of
Battersea Power Station, a 40-acre development that has been critical to the transformation of the Nine Elms Opportunity Area.
Advice given was on policy application and improvement, planning strategy, environmental impact assessment (EIA) (including
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cumulative impact), the structure of the application, consultation, other consents including those from the highway authority and Port
of London Authority, interface with the Northern Line Extension, application documents (the DAS, Design Code and retail impact
assessment) and planning conditions and obligations.
Acting for affordable housing specialist provider Places for People in the negotiation and drafting of a complex Section 75 Agreement
with The City of Edinburgh Council regarding the delivery of a large city centre housing development involving mid-market rented
units funded by means of the Scottish Government's National Housing Trust Initiative.
Advising Argent LLP on its £500 million office-led regeneration of Paradise Circus to provide 1.5m sq ft of new office space, new
retail and leisure units and a hotel, including advising on a certificate of immunity from listing from the Secretary of State for the iconic
Birmingham Central Library in the face of a recommendation by English Heritage that the building be listed. Our advice also included
the drafting and negotiation of the complicated planning obligation and highways agreements and strategic advice on the EIA and
planning application, including the timing of the development and its relationship to the delivery of city-wide infrastructure.
Advising the West Midlands Pension Fund at an appeal against the refusal of planning permission for an urban extension in the North
East to provide 1,000 homes, a hotel and new commercial space, including advising on the planning obligation and EIA.

Energy and infrastructure
Advising Ineos Group in their successful application to the Oil and Gas Authority under the 14th Onshore Licensing Round for 21
petroleum exploration and development licences, including drafting the section dealing with the UK regulatory framework.
Advising Highways England in respect of the promotion of a DCO for its largest scheme - the M4 Smart Motorway Scheme, a 52km
linear project. Advising on all aspects of the project including EIA, compulsory acquisition, drafting of the DCO, protective provisions
and interface agreements and representation at the hearings.

Compulsory purchase and compensation
Advising Cheshire West and Chester Council in connection with the major strategic town centre regeneration programme known as
Chester Northgate. The scheme requires site assembly by CPO, planning and listed building consent and highway Stopping Up
Orders in order to facilitate the construction of a significant range of new retail, including a department store, leisure offer including
restaurants, cafes and a multi-screen cinema, and housing.
Advising Newham Council in relation to the Royal Albert Dock development including on CIL, restrictions on imposition of planning
obligations and conditions, draft planning conditions and drafting and negotiating the planning agreement which focused heavily on
affordable housing.
Representing the National Grid in relation to Transport for Greater Manchester's Transport and Works Act Order Application for the
Trafford Park Tram Extension, including negotiating the protective provisions and interface agreement in connection with the crossing
of a high pressure gas pipeline and other assets.

Litigation
Advising Hopkins Homes in the leading case of Suffolk Coastal District Council v Hopkins Homes and the Secretary of State on
five-year land supply and the meaning of paragraph 49 of the NPPF. We appeared at the planning inquiry, successfully challenged
the refusal of planning permission in the High Court and defended against Suffolk Coastal District Council’s appeal against that
decision in the Court of Appeal. The Council’s final appeal will be heard by the Supreme Court in 2017.

INSIGHTS

Publications
Planning and Environment Journal - Issue 5
3 November 2020
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PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT JOURNAL
Welcome to the fifth edition of DLA Piper's Planning and Environment Journal where our lawyers share their experience and knowledge
of zoning and environmental issues in various jurisdictions. This edition is dedicated to logistics development in France and Hong Kong.

Planning and Environment Journal - Issue 4
14 July 2020

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT JOURNAL
Welcome to the fourth edition of DLA Piper's Planning and Environment Journal where our lawyers share their experience and
knowledge of zoning and environmental issues in various jurisdictions. This edition is dedicated to regulation of building permits in
Japan and Belgium.

Planning and Environment Journal - Issue 3
23 April 2020

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT JOURNAL
Welcome to the third edition of DLA Piper’s Planning and Environment Journal where our lawyers share their experience and knowledge
of zoning and environmental issues in various jurisdictions. This edition is dedicated to nursing homes in Germany and retirement
villages in New Zealand.
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